


I t ' s  been a year s i nce the l ast WISHT MAEN ( No 3 )  for wh ich I am 
extreme l y  sorry . You have a l l  been very pati ent and I on l y  rec e i ved a 
few l etters of comp l a i nt . A house move and a chi ld due on Chr i s tmas Eve 
are some of the factors as we l l  as a dry i ng-up of artwork , art i c l es and 
support in genera l , a l though much has been promi sed! WI SHT MAEN wi l l  
cont i nue , but g iven the c i rcumstances , even three i s sues a year seems 
un l i kely . Subscr i pt i ons wi l l  be taken on a three i ssue bas i s  in future , 
comi ng out as and when I can manage! Thank you for your conti nued 
support - your l etters and ideas i ns p i re and remi nd us of our o r i g i n a l  
purpose . Aga i n  i f  you cou l d  h e l p  in a n y  way with resea rch , art i c les , 
poems , pictures , artwork or just a l etter pl ease do . 

Last l y , we are attempt i ng to organ i s e  a Moot/Camp for 1 0  days over 
Be l tane . If t h i s  is success f u l  perhaps a summer solstice camp wi l l  
f o l l ow . A number o f  s i tes are be i ng considered in the area o f  the 
sacred grove o f  old Nymet Wood , i n  the hope that we can h e l p  
resacra l i z e th i s  area . Al though c amp-based , o u r  Moot wi l l  b e  open t o  
those wishi ng to j o i n  us for t h e  earth myster ies/ f i e l d  tr i p  p a r t  of the 
programme . Aga i n  i f  th i s  pro j ect i s  o f  i nterest , l et us know by the 
W i nter sol s t i ce , when a more deta i l ed programme wi l l  be avai l able . 

a f u l l col our A2 poster by ANNA CLARKE , based on the i l l ustra t i on for 
TI NTAGEL AND THE MYSTERY OF DIVINE K I NGSH I P  i n  Wisht Maen No 3 ,  with 
new add i t i ons ( i nstead of the twe lve s h i e l ds in the border as in the 
o r i g i n a l  black & wh i te , the colour poster depicts a m i n i ature scene 
f rom the Arthur i an MythosjCyc l e  i . e .  Ava l on , the Waste l and , the 
Cauldron , the Wounded K i ng , Mer l i n  etc ) . Idea l Yul e/So l st i ce g i f ts! 

Avai lable now 'for only £4 including p+p from Mythannart , Flat 8, Ryan 
Court , Station Road , Okehampton , Devon , EX20 lED. Cheques payable to 
Anna Clarke. 
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THE FINGERTIP EYE & THE 
STONE CIRCLES OF ENGLAND 

A Dows ing Weekend l ed by 
Geo f f rey K i ng at D i s hcombe , 
South Tawton , Nr Okehampton , 
Devon on November 1 7 , 1 8 and 
1 9 th 1 9 9 5 . Cost £ 3 0 . 0 0 ,  extra 
for B&B , packed l uches , d i nner . 
More deta i l s  tel : 0 1 6 4 7  2 4 5 5 6  

EARTH MYSTERIES GREETINGS CARDS 
B l ank i ns i de . 4 des i gns ; 50p ea . 
Tr i p l e  Goddess ; Dragon , Corn i s h  
Legends ; e l ements o f  Earth Myst­
er i es . SAE Andy Nor f o l k  The Cott­
age , Launders H i l l , Crowan , Cam­
borne , Cornwa l l  TR 1 4  9NB 



ON THE TRAIL OF THE 
BLAtCK 006 

Jerem Harte 
Between Coppl estone and Torri ngton in Devon there runs a ghost , the 

Bl ack Dog . So say the stor ies , and local f o l k l ore wa s backed up by a 
l engthy research programme c a r r i ed out in the 1 920 ' s  by an early earth 
myste r i e s  researcher , Barbara Ca rbone l l  o f  Bow . Thi rty years l ater 
when she had moved to a d i f ferent part o f  the county , she was contacted 
by the ghost-hunter James Wentworth Day a nd asked to wr ite an account 
of her conc lu s ions , wh ich she d i d , in a l ong l etter publ i shed in h i s  
next book in 1 9 5 6  (1). T h e  Bl ack Dog o f  Torr i ngton h a s  been the sub j ect 
o f  much interest amongst resea rchers l a te l y , and in summa r i s ing the 
evi dence in his favour I am concerned , not si mp l y  with the proof for 
his ex i stence as a ghost - there seems to me to be no doubt about that 
- but i n  the conc l us i ons wh ich we may draw about ha unted landscapes . 

The tra i l  began in 1 923 w i th a conversa t i on between Carbone l l  and 
one o f  the vi l l agers at Bow - her ga rdener , as it happened . Du r i ng a 
break f rom the f l owerbeds he told her about h i s  father , who used to 
work as a waggoner for Copp l estone Mi l l s . Ca rt i ng was hard work , and 
i nvol ved long hours ; about three t i mes a week he wou ld be mak i ng the 
t r i p to Torr i ngton , the nearest market town , and th i s  meant coming back 
i n  the sma l l  hours o f  the morn ing . I t  was then that he used to see the 
Bl ack Dog . 

Ca rbone l l  went to see th i s  man . He was a respected loca l character , 
a teetota l l er and a member of the Pl ymouth Brethren ; in h i s  late 
s i x t i e s , he had not long reti red from the mi l l s . It seems that he had 
been the i r  waggoner for f orty years , a l most a l l  h i s  work i ng l i f e . He 
had seen the Bl ack Dog on what is now the B 3220 : it appeared regu l a r l y  
a f ter he crossed Al l e r  B r i dge ( SS 7 0 6 0 6 8 ) ,  a n d  wou l d  accompany him past 
B l acka d i tch ( 7 1 6 0 6 1 ) and me l t  away a f ter they has passed the cross roads 
a t  Stopgate ( 726 0 5 6 ) .  The f i rst t ime he saw it he was " scairt" and 
scramb l ed underneath the big canvas hood that covered the cart . As time 
went on he got more f am i l i ar with the a ppa r i t i on , and sat on the shafts 
wh i l e it accompan i ed his team . F i na l l y  he just carr i ed on wa l k i ng and 
ho l d i ng his horses by the reins , wh i l e the ghost padded a l ong bes ide 
h im , a " gurt hound so big as a ca l f " . He never got overfami l i ar , 
though : " I  dursn ' t  touch h i m , nor speak when he were nigh . "  
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Carbone l l ' s  cur ios i ty was aroused , and she made f urther enqu i r i es .  
Yes , other people had seen the Bl ack Dog near Stopgate ; and he was 
known at Down St . Mary , too . She set about her research care fu l l y . 
"There was , and sti l l  i s , a very de f i n i te ' c l iqueyness ' about Devon 
v i l lagers , wh i ch not even modern cond it ions have rea l l y broken down . 
The i r  own pa r i sh , the i r  own church ( even i f  they don ' t  attend it very 
regu l ar l y ) ,  the i r  own customs , and , very strong l y , the i r  own legends , 
are str i c t l y  the i r  � not to be con fused wi th those of other 
v i l l ages . "  So she tended to approach the sub j ect i ndi rect l y , and hav ing 
let out that she was i nterested in l oca l h i story genera l l y it was a 
matter of wa i t i ng f or ghost stor i es to come up in the conversat i on . 

The v i l l age of Down St Mary l i es around a crossroads ( SS 7 4 3 0 4 4 ) .  
Back i n  the 1 920s , th i s  cross roads was the f ocus o f  three vi l l age 
bu i ld i ngs - the church to the west o f  it , the par i sh school house to the 
north and the smi thy to the south . It was between these bu i l d i ngs that 
the B l ack Dog ran . One man remembered see i ng him as a boy , when a f ter 
s i ng i ng i n  the church cho i r  he and his mates and been kept up l a te for 
a Chr i stmas supper . The i r  way home l ay south-east from the crossroads 
and , as they were sett i ng out , they heard a no i s e  com i ng th i s  way up 
the l ane . It was the ghost . The boys ran for cover i nto the nearest 
f i e l� and watched h i m . He was qu i te black , w i th sh i n i ng eyes , and about 
as b1g as a ca l f .  He came up past the smi thy , bay i ng loud l y , and 
squee zed through between the church and the schoo lhouse . There wa s a 
crash l i ke a wa l l  of stones fa l l i ng down , and the sound of the bay i ng 
dog grew f a i nter as he conti nued northwest a l ong the 1 ine . When the 
l ads scrambled out o f  cover , ready to run for home , there was noth ing 
to be seen . 

Several other v i l l agers agreed that th i s  was the dog ' s  customa ry 
route . He wou l d  rush up the l ane and past the smi thy - the old sm i th , 
now dead , had often seen h i m  - then head across the cross roads between 
the church and the schoo l house . At m i dn i ght you cou ld hear him

,
knock i ng 

down the corner of the schoo l house . Ca rbone l l  po i nted out to one o l d  
man tha� the schoo l house wa l l  showed n o  s i gn of damage , but h e  s impl y 
shook h 1 s  head and repl i ed , "Wel l ,  there ' t i s , he do knock ' n  down . I ' ve 
a-heard the stones f a l l  as he goes roa r i n ' by , and I ' ve heard the same 
f rom my father and my grandf ather t ime and t i me aga i n . I t ' s  true , r i ght 
enough . "  

The last reports i n  Ca rbone l l ' s  survey came f rom Copp l estone , a 
v i l l age wh ich has grown up around the ra i lway station on the l i ne to 
Credi ton . Coppl es�one Cross , the oldest th i ng in the settl ement , i s  an 
Ang l o-Saxon stand 1 ng cross set up at a road junct i on on the Cred i ton 
boundary ; for many years i t  was preserved i n  i ts o l d  pos i t i on ( s i x  f eet 
above road level ) but in 1 9 6 9  the road engi neers had it moved ten yards 
to the north ( 2 ) . The Bl ack Dog o f  Torri ngton was said by many o f  the 
v i l l agers to come to Coppl estone Cross , but nobody had actua l l y seen 
h i m . 

What Barbara Carbone l l  had di scovered , then , was a ser i es o f  
haunti ngs a l ong a stretch o f  road runn ing about f ive mi l es , most o f  i t  
t h e  pres�nt B 3 220 . Down S t  Mary i s  now o f f  the road , but i t  looks very 
much as 1 f  the old route ran through the v i l l age , and the present one 
bypasses i t  to save c l imbing the h i l l . Carbonel l had spoken to people 
who knew that a B l ack Dog haunted Stopgate Cross , and to one man who 
had repeated l y  seen it come eastward with h i m  from Al l er Bridge to 
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stopgate . At Down St Mary many peop l e  had heard , and at least one man 
had seen , the dog runn i ng in the other d i rect ion - westwards through 
the v i l lage . And at Coppl estone he was supposed to come eastwards down 
the road to the cross . 

The reports f rom Down St Mary , where the schoo l house wa l l  seemed to 
be f a l l ing down each n i ght , are cur i ous . In a more robust era one 
imagi nes that the ghost wou ld have knocked down the wa l l  i tse l f , once 
and for a l l , s i nce it seemed to be stand i ng in h i s  path ; but a l though 
trad i t i ons from el sewhere speak o f  house corners be i ng knocked down by 
the i r  human owners because they obtruded onto a f a i ry path , I have yet 
to come across a spi r i t  wh ich does the demo l i t i on i tse l f . It sounds the 
sort of thing you wou ld expect of the W i l d  Hunt . Wentworth Day , in h i s  
s ect i on just fo l l owing h i s  transcri pt of Carbone l l's research ( 3 )  says 
that the Bl ack Dog of Lyme Reg i s  used to knock down the corner o f  a pub 
in th i s  way , but I think he was s i mp l y  m i s reading h i s  sources in the 
l i ght of the Down St Mary ta l e . 

Carbone l l  .,...esearched her haunted road for about e i ght years , and 
dur i ng that per i od she became convi nced that this stretch formed on l y  
part o f  a much longer l i ne , a 2 0  m i l e  cross -country a l i gnment that 
started at Torri ngton i tse l f . She had two pieces o f  further evi dence to 
support th i s . 

F i rst l y , " there were vague ta l es o f  'someth i ng' that haunted the 
road by Smythen " and th i s  farm at SS6 421 0 8  i s  by a crossroads on the 
pro j ected Coppl estone - Down St Mary - Stopgate a l i gnment . In f act the 
road cont i nues more or less stra ight a s  far as the outsk i rts of 
Ho l l acombe . Here , unfortunate l y , " the country f o l k  were not i nc l i ned to 
speak of l egends , and when , tentative l y , the B l ack Dog of Torr i ngton 
was ment i oned , I not i ced a secret i ve l ook ( ca l l ed in Devon 'look i ng 
s i deways' ) as they shook the i r  heads " . 

Second l y , there were we l l -attested s i gh t i ngs outside Torri ngton 
i tse l f .  Carbone l l  was told that the road by L i t t l e  S i lver ( SS 5 1 5 1 9 4 ) 
was haunted, but cou l d  f i nd out no more unt i l  she happened to d i scuss 
the matter w i th Mrs Jewe l l  o f  the vi l l age shop i n  Bow . Th i s  l ady turned 
out to have come f rom St G i l es' par i sh , east o f  Tor r i ngton , and to have 
seen the B l ack Dog herse l f . As a g i r l , back in the 1 8 7 0 s , she was 
wa l k i ng home w i th her father a f ter a day i n  the v i l l age . I t  was about 
1 1 pm ( they had been to a Harvest Festival supper ) and they were 
start i ng to c l i mb the h i l l  up to Al l ens Week at about SS523 1 8 7 . " It was 
a moon l i t n i ght and sudden l y  a sound of someth i ng panting came f rom 
beh i nd us , and a great black dog as big as a ca l f  w i th great sh i n i ng 
eyes c ame a l ongs ide us . I caught at Father's hand and cr i ed out . Father 
s a i d  ' 'Ti s  the B l ack Dog ! Ho ld my hand , don't speak , wa l k  a l ong qui et 
and don't cry out' . " The dog accompa n i ed them for a quarter of a m i l e  
unt i l  they turned o f f  the road t o  the i r  cottage , and then i t  conti nued 
a l ong the road and d i sa ppeared . 

Jewe l l  had seen the dog aga i n  as a teenager when she was cros s i ng a 
f ootpath over Week H i l l  w i th two f r i ends ; it was running with i ts nose 
to the ground and bay i ng loud l y . On another occa s i on it rushed past 
her , just as she reached the turn i ng off the road to her home . She saw 
h i m  once in l ater years , d r i v i ng a pony and cart back f rom Torri ngton 
to Al l ens Week , when he sudden l y  ran f rom the d i tch and scared the 
pony . 
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The Bl ack Dog was seen by other peop l e  in other pl aces - ' he ' s  all 
about in St G i les pa r i sh' - but on Jewe l l's evi dence he appea red most 
f requent l y  on the road across Week H i l l , between 5 1 019 4 and 523 1 8 7 . 

Towards the end of her researches , Carbone l l  was told about the 
Bl ack Dog by her own daughter , who had seen him in the sma l l  hou rs of a 
January n i ght in 1 9 32 ,  when she and her husband were return ing i n  the i r  
c a r  towards Torri ngton . O n  the A 3 8 6  where i t  runs next to , and twenty 
feet above the Torridge , the road is hemmed in by c l i f f  on one s i de and 
r i ver on the other . Here the B l ack Dog sudden l y  appeared : they were 
sure they had run over h i m , but on gett i ng out of the car there was 
nothi ng to be seen . 

What f i rst set Barbara Carbone l l  on the tra i l  of the Bl ack Dog ? She 
had read � Ql.d_ Straight � when it was publ i shed in 1 925 - her 
copy , we l l  annotated , is at present i n  the hands o f  Phi l i p Hese l ton ( 4 )  
- and she invi ted Watk i ns to v i s i t  Devon the f o l low i ng year . I n  fact i t  
w a s  at h e r  suggest i on that the Old Stra ight Track C l ub w a  formed . The 
B l ack Dog l i ne was there fore be i ng resea rched in order to corroborate 
the l ey theory , as Carbone l l  herse l f  states i n  the l etter to Wentworth 
Day . I t  is worth not i ng that a l ready , in 1 926 , a researcher cou l d  
assume that a l ey w a s  a secret l i ne o f  supernatura l man i f estations , not 
j ust an early Br i t i sh trackway . Myst i c a l  ley hunt i ng f l ouri shed long 
before �View over Atlant i s " .  

What Carbone l l  had di scovered , however , was not a preh i stor i c  
pathway at a l l , but the old Bide f ord- Exeter road . Th i s  c a n  b e  traced a s  
a ser i es o f  minor routes sk i rt i ng Huntshaw a n d  Roborough , pass i ng 
through Ashre i gney and Wembworthy , and so down through Down st Mary to 
Coppl estone and Cred i ton . I t  seems to have been superseded over most of 
i ts l ength by the Barnstapl e - Exeter turnpike road in 1 8 4  7 .  The o l d  
route i s  rough l y  str a i ght , a n d  the best part of Carbone l l 's evi dence , 
f rom Smythen through to Copplestone , l i es a l ong n i ne m i les of i t . The 
two s i tes on the outski rts o f  Torri ngton - Week H i l l  and the road by 
the Torridge - are not on the o l d  B i deford- Exeter road : but then , a s  
Carbone l l  herse l f  rea l i sed , they are not o n  the Coppl estone- Stopgate 
a l ignment e i ther . Even a f ter be i ng extrapo l ated f rom 9 to 20 mi les , i t  
m i sses them by 4 0 0  yards and 1 mi le respect i ve l y . 

I n  l ater years Carbone l l  deve l oped a new approach to these 
s i ght i ngs . Thee Brown , i n  an overv i ew o f  Bl ack Dog stud i es ( 5 )  quotes 
her conc l us ion that the appar i t i ons tend to appear a l ong par i sh 
boundar i es ( and Coppl estone , B l ackadi tch Cross , Al l ens Week and the 
Tor r i dge road do in fact bear out this c l a im ) . Unfortunat e l y  she does 
not seem to have publ i shed any f urther research . 

I don't know i f  the B l ack Dog st i l l  runs a l ong h i s  old route , or i f  
anyone i s  there to see h i m . Mi l l ers' waggons have long been cons i gned 
to museums and these days chi l dren who wa l k  home i n  the dark are more 
l i kely to 

'
be run down by a Saab than a spectre . But Carbone l l 's 

research is st i l l  i mportant , because her conc l us i on that the 
s i gh t i ngs were proof o f  a l ey - has never been cr i t ica l l y addressed . 

Leys , l ike many other t h i ngs , a i n't what they used to be . When the 
Old Stra i ght Track Club was formed , it was taken for granted that there 
cou l d  not be chance a l i gnments of s i tes . Three-po i nt a l i gnments , maybe ; 
but " four-po i nt a l ignment is exceed i ng l y  strong evi dence that such i s  
des i gn , not acc ident" ( 6 ) . The same opt im i s t i c  v i ew was he ld i n  the 
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modern r�v i va l  of earth myster ies studi es . Unfortunate ly , as many 
readers of th is maga z i ne wi l l  remember , the be l i e f  that l eys were way 
beyond chance was rude l y  shaken by research in the mid- 1 9 7 0 s . The 
resu l t i ng stat i st i c a l  debate swayed to and f ro ( 7 )  and cont i nued to 
fue l  the u n f r i endly c r i t ique of Wi l l i amson and Bel l amy ( 8 )  but anyone 
rev i ew i ng the l i terature impart i a l l y must accept that the scept i c s  had 
the best o f  it . The number o f  Watkins i an a l i gnments on an average 1" os 
map is pretty much equa l to the number of chance a l ignments to be 
expected among s i tes of s i m i l a r  di mens ions scattered s imi l a r l y  among 
the l andscape . 

S i nce then , much i ngenu ity has been shown in an attempt to f i nd l eys 
that are supported by someth i ng better than the old , d i scredi ted 
a ssumpt ion o f  sta t i s t i ca l probabi l i ty . We have had s i ngl e-period l eys , 
supe r l eys , para l l e l  l eys , rad i a t i ng l eys , med i aeva l leys , and dowsabl e 
l eys , not to ment ion shadow paths , corr idors of sanct ity , hol y  h i l l  
a l ignments , and l i nes va r i ous l y  character i sed by s i te i nterv i s ibi l i ty , 
boundar i e s , metro logy , ea rth energy , corroborat ive f i e ldwork , and 
f o l k l ore . 

Th i s  is where I come in . I don ' t  know what the above f actors can do 
to shake the natura l in ference that Watk i ns was wrong ( not much , is my 
guess ) but I do have a s pec i a l ist interest in f o l k lore . Certain c l asses 
of l egend , certa in types of appa r i t i ons are brought i nto play to o ffset 
the de f i c i ency of ma p evi dence . Leys are g pr i o r i  l i ke l y , i t  is a rgued , 
s i nc e  f o l k l ore evi dence suggests that the l a ndscape is a l ready 
c r i s s -crossed by l i nes of supernatu ra l force . If phantom funera l s , 
s pectre coaches and the rest ran in stra ight l i nes , th i s  argument wou ld 
be p l a u s i bl e : but they do not . Loc a l  stud i es do not support the i dea of 
l ong , stra i ght , phenomenal h i ghways ( 9 ) . Therefore Carbonel l '  s B l ack 
Dog l i ne is the only a l i gnment of haunted roads in the l i terature . 

And now it seems that th i s  l i ne i s  not a l ey at a l l ,  but s i mp l y  a 
f i ve-mi l e  stretch of med i aeva l road . Very i nteresting , as a ghost 
l egend : but in no way f u l f i l l i ng Ba rba ra Ca rbone l l ' s  i ntent i on of 
v i n d i ca t i ng Watk ins aga i nst h i s  c r i t i cs . She spent e i ght years on the 
t ra i l  o f  the B l ack Dog , but in the end I am a f r a i d  she was rea l ly 
tra i l i ng a Red Her r i ng . 

References : ( 1 )  James Wentworth Day , A_ Ghost-Hunter ' s � � 
( London 1 9 5 8 ) pp20 4 -21 5 .  ( 2 )  Transactions of the Devonshire Association 
1 02 ( 1 9 7 0 ) p27 1 . ( 3 )  Day , op . ci t . p2 1 7 .  ( 4 )  Phi l i p Hes e l ton , ' The Ley 
Hunter ' s  C l ub :  A Retrospective V i ew ' , Northern �No 1 3  ( 1 9 8 1 ) 
pp3 - 4 . ( 5 )  Theo Brown , ' The Bl ack Dog ' , Fo l k l ore 69 ( 1 9 5 8 ) pp1 7 5- 1 92 .  
( 6 ) A l f red Watk i ns , � QlQ Straight Track ( London 1 925 ) p20 4 . ( 7 )  Paul 
screeton , Seekers QL �Linear V i sion ( Santa Barbara 1 9 9 3 ) pp42-4 3 .  
( 8 )  Tom W i l l i amson and Li z Be l l amy , I&y_ � .In_ Question ( Ta dworth 
1 9 8 3 ) pp9 4 - 1 0 9 . ( 9 )  Jeremy Harte , ' Haunted Roads ' ,  The Ley Hunter 121 
( 1 9 9 4 ) pp1 - 7 . 

NB : " RUNN I NG OF THE BLACK DOG " f rom Morchard B i shop to B l ack Dog . 
Saturday 7 October , assemb l e  London I nn , Morchard B ishop , 6 . 3 0 pm .  
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SACRIFICE AND WHEELS 
OF FIRE 

Mary Coombs 

Many years ago wh i l s t  l iv i ng a t  Buckfast l e igh I w�s obl ig
.
ed t o  

attend a meet ing o f  t h e  Da rtmoor H u n t  a t  Cross Fur z e s . Ra 1 sed ant 1 -hunt 
I wasn ' t  wi l d l y  enthus i a s t i c  about the prospect , but obed i ently tagged 
a long . Stand ing there at the crossroads , watch i ng hounds and r i d e r s  
descend t o  Water O a k  Corner ,  D e a n  Bourne , a n d  t h e  Abbot ' s  W a y  out o n  t o  
Dean Moor , I h a d  a s trange experi ence . I n  m y  ' m i nd ' s  eye ' , surg i ng d own 
across the moor f rom a po i nt h igh on the north east hori zon , ( wh i c h  I 
have s i nce estimated to be the Ho l nejScorri ton area ) , I ' saw ' a wave o f  
energy/presence f l ow in the wake o f  the hunt . Whatever ' i t '  was I f e l t  
i t  t o  b e  extreme l y  anc i ent , o l der than the e a r l iest i nhabitants o f  t h e  
moor , and hungry for bl ood. 

Whether the hunt by i ts act i v i t i e s  had awakened someth ing l ong 
dormant , or whether a l l  hunts m ight unconsc i ous ly respond to some . l ong 
forgotten need w i th i n  the earth itse l f - the i r  bl ood i ed prey becom1ng a 
symbol i c  ' sacr i f ice ' ,  is a sub j ect f or f urther debate . 

Invest igation i nto the f o l k l o re of th i s  srea reveals t h a t  
Buckfa s t l e i gh and a rea has far m o r e  to o f f er t h a n  just the 
wel l -documented l egend o f  Squ i re Cabe l l ,  whos e  dastard l y  deeds 

. 
were 

s a i d  to have inspi red Sir Arthur Cona n  Doyl e  to wr i te that c l ass 1 c  of 
Dartmoor f iction " The Hound o f  The Baskerv i l l e s " . The Buck fast l e i g h  
area h a s  a r i c h  poo l  of I r i sh Ce l t i c  rooted p l acenames. Echoes back t o  
i nfluences f rom Ce l t i c  m i s s i onari es? Or an I r i sh i nvas i on o f  the South 
Hams i n  1 0 6 7 ?  Buc k fast a s  a Chr i s t i an ecc l es i as t i c a l  sett l eme n t  
compares i n  a g e  w i th Glastonbury , and " ta l ea " , Ce l t i c  i ron trading ba r s  
that have been found at G l as tonbury Lake v i l l age , Hod H i l l  in Dorset 
and more recent l y  a t  Poo l e , have a l so been f ound a t  Hembury Fort near 
Holne , the only pl a ces they have bee n  found thus f a r  i n  Br i ta i n·

. 
�he 

c aves beneath the pa rish church o f  Holy Tr i n i ty ( wh i ch has a s1t1ng 
l egend ) have fantastic crysta l chambers , one has a sta l agt i te f ig u r e  
c a l led " The L i t t l e  Man" . 

An a r t i c l e  in the south Devon Ti mes l a s t  summer recount i ng 
m idsummer trad i t i ons re ferred to a whee l ro l l i ng ceremony once hav i ng 
taken p l ace i n  the area . Spurred on by my ch i l dhood experi ence I 
dec ided to f i nd out more about the c ustom and how i t  m i ght rel ate to 
the l and i n  quest i on . 

on p lough i ng through a l l  the Transac t i ons of the Devonsh i r e 
Associ at ion I cou l d  f i nd , p l u s  numerous Dartmoor books , I cou ld f i nd 
only one re ference to th i s  pract ice havi ng taken p l ace i n  this a r e a , 
thi s  recounted by an e lder l y  Buck f a s t l e igh res i dent , who i n  turn h a d  
been t o l d  o f  i t  b y  h i s  grandf a ther . Th i s  account l ocates t h e  event a s  
hav i ng been staged " somewhere o f f  t h e  r o a d  towards Combe c;tn d  
Scorri ton" , spec u l a t i ng t h a t  i t  w a s  " poss i b l y  midsummer" a nd :ecord 1 ng 
that a bonf ire was l it in add i t ion to ign i t i ng the whee l , wh 1 ch , t rue 
to tradi t i ons practi sed e l sewhere , w a s  guided towards the r i ver Mard l e  
( ' smiar-glasso' i n  goide l i c  ( I r i sh ) c e l t i c ) by " the boys a

.
nd young men 

of the v i l l age" us i ng po l es to keep i t  on course , a s  f a 1 l ure o f  the 
wheel to reach water woul d  be i nterpreted as an i l l - omen for the who l e  
commun i ty . 
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The South Devon Ti mes art i c l e  goes on to specu l ate that the wheel 
and bon f i re may once have formed el ements i n  what evo l ved to be the 
annua l Lamb Pie Fai r ,  the pie in question conta i n i ng new l y  docked l ambs 
tai l s  donated by l ocal farmer ' s  wives . 

Not far away at Ho l ne it wasn ' t  just the l amb ' s  ta i l s that were 
served up at the annua l feast , but the who l e  carcass ; for l i ke 
K i ngste ignton , Holne once hosted a regu l a r  " Ram Roast " , wh ich in the 
e a r l y  days was both heav i l y  r i tua l i st i c  and dec i ded l y  bloody , and , as 
one account suggests , were held at Wh itsun . However ,  Wi l l i am Cross i ng 
tel l s  us th i s  event was he ld on Old Mi dsummer ' s  Day eg 6 Ju l y ,  rather 
than the s o l s t i ce , a l though l ater wa s apparent l y  swi tched to Bel tane . 

Be fore daybreak the young men of the area wou l d  go up onto the moor 
and there sel ect a ram lamb , wh ich they wou ld run down to P l ay Park , 
where the animal wou l d  be t i ed to an upr ight structure var ious l y  
descr i bed as a " p i l l a r "  or " menh i r " , a n d  there k i l l ed b y  cutti ng i ts 
throat , then roasted , f l eece and a l l . At m idday , armed w i th kn i ves , the 
youths wou l d  engage in a mad scramble for a s l ice o f  meat , often 
r i sk i ng the i r  own bl ood be i ng spi lt i n  the process . The r i sk of 
personal i n j ury further increased when " as an act of ga l l antry held in 
h igh esteem among the fema l es , the young men sometimes return to f i ght 
the i r  way through the crowd to get a s l ice for the chosen amongst the 
young women " .  The account goes on to te l l  us how c e l ebrations were 
extended i nto n i ght f a l l  via games , danc i ng and wrest l i ng . Th i s  wou ld 
more than l i k l ey have been " Devonsh i re Wrest l i ng " , a sport banned by 
statute in 1 8 6 1  due to i ts v i o l ent nature in wh ich " the shins of the 
party were o f ten f ound stream i ng with bl ood , f rom sharp and v i o l ent 
bl ows they rece i ve f rom each other " , the resu l t  o f  wea r i ng hard shoes , 
w i th wh ich opponents were encouraged to k ick out . 

I n  sharp contrast to the Ho l ne fest i v i t i es , where the pr inc i pa l  
p l ayers were ma l e , at K i d l i ngton in Ox fordsh i re g i r l s  with the i r  hands 
t i ed beh i nd the i r  backs competed to fe l l  a l amb by tugg i ng at i ts 
f l eece w i th the i r  teeth , the victor be i ng rewarded w i th the t i t l e  " Lady 
o f  the Lamb" . The succes s f u l  g i r l  was then next day honoured in a 
t r i umpha l process i on , fol l ow i ng wh ich she pre s i ded over a f east i n  
wh ich the thr i ce-cooked ( i e . part bo i l ed ,  part roasted , part baked ) 
l amb was served . 

In Europe we f i nd c l ea r  references to the upr i ght as a pl ace o f  
s l aughter/sacr i f ice a n d  t h e  f i ery whee l havi ng i ndeed been brought 
together in one ceremony . At Vor l berg in the Tyrol the upr ight was a 
tree , to wh ich a straw e f f igy ca l l ed " the witch" was secured and then 
burnt . I n  Swabia ( Bavar i a ) the e f f i gy was ca l l ed " The Old W i f e "  and 
somet i mes "Wi nter ' s  Grandmother " prov i d i ng a good i nd i ca t i on as to the 
symbo l i c purpose of the fest i va l , name l y  that o f  ban i s h i ng Wi nter and 
the Old Yea r and wel com i ng i n  Spr ing or Summer and the New Year . The 
Bava r i an e f f i gy was t i ed to a pol e  and the s i ng l e  l arge wheel repl aced 
by a ser i es o f  sma l l e r  f l y i ng d i scs . However it is to anc i ent Egypt and 
Greece that we must l ook to f i nd an e a r l y  reference relat ing to the 
f ormat o f  the Ho l ne Roa st . In Thebes , once a year , a ram sacred to the 
god Ammon was s l aughtered , not so much as a sacr i f i ce to the god , but 
a s  the god h i mse l f , and its f l eece p l aced over h i s  statue . I n  Thessaly 
the ram became accepted as a " vi c a r i ous sacr i f i ce i n  the room o f  the 
roya l v i ct i m " , a reference here to the old be l i e f  that the fate of 
monarch/god was i nterwoven w i th that o f  the l and , and how on the wan i ng 
o f  h i s  power/v i r i l i ty the god-k i ng must be k i l l ed so that fert i l i ty and 
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power cou ld be trans ferred to a new bearer , thus ensu r i ng the 
we l l -be i ng o f  the l and and i ts peopl e .  

The sun , o f  course , pl ays a v i  tal ro l e  i n  the success o f  the 
harvest to come , and as such it wou ld be reasonable to assume that the 
b l a z i ng ro l l i ng wheel ( wh i ch in some pl aces itse l f  was used to di spose 
o f  the e f f i gy )  of Scorr i ton , or the f l y i ng d i scs o f  Bava r i a , m i ght be 
representa t i ve of the s o l a r  d i sc i tse l f , that by " i mitat ing the des i red 
res u l t  you actua l l y produce it , bu counter f e i t i ng the sun ' s  progress 
through the heavens you rea l l y h e l p  the l um i nary to pu rsue h i s  
c e l est i a l  journey with punctua l i ty and despatch " .  However there may be 
more to t h i s  once wi despread custom than f i rst meets the eye and we may 
erroneous l y  read symbo l i sm where none was i ntended , as Fra zcr in " The 
Golden Bough " w i s e l y  remi nds us : " the use o f  the wheel may be mere l y  a 
mecha n i c a l  dev ice to f ac i l i tate the operat i on of f i re-mak ing by 
i ncrea s i ng f r i ct i on . "  I ndeed in some pl aces the wheel wa s reduced to 
i ts most bas i c  components ,  that of two upr i ghts wh i ch supported a 
centra l spind l e  covered with combust ible mater i a l s . By tugg i ng at two 
ropes , much l i ke sta r t i ng a petrol -driven cha i nsaw , a spark was 
produced and torches l i t f rom the resul tant f i re , wh ich i n  turn wou l d  
b e  used to i gn i te the new hearth f i re . 

Al ternat ively var i ous cul tures trad i t i ona l l y a ssoc i ate de i ty w i th 
f l yi ng whe e l s  or var i a t i ons thereo f . On the I s l e  of Man the o l d  god 
Mananan " ro l l ed on three l egs l i ke a whee l through the m i s t " . Cneph , 
the sacred wi nged d i s c , was i nvoked at pl aces l i ke Knap H i l l  and 
Stuke l ey ' s  Navestock . E l sewhere he was repl aced by St Cathe r i ne and her 
f i ery whee l . I n  the o ften shape-sh i ft i ng wor ld o f  myth o l ogy the f l y i ng 
d i sc or wheel can somet imes be i nterchangeabl e w i th g i ant worms , 
serpents , dragons and even dogs , in wh ich Buck f a st l e i gh f o l k l ore i s  
part i c u l a r l y  r i ch , Cabe l l  not havi ng the monopo l y  o n  phantom hounds . 

Chi nese mythol ogy speaks of the "Ce l est i a l  Dog " , a strange creature 
wh ich at a di stance appears as a mov ing star , but on ea rth assumes the 
f orm o f  a dog , with curious dragon - l i ke character i st i c s . In keepi ng 
w i th many dragon l egends , and the preferent i a l  abode of the gods , the 
celest i a l  dog l i ves on mounta i n  and h i l l  tops , these pl aces a l so be i ng 
trad i t i ona l ly the designated area where long ago "when the gods wa l ked 
among men " the chosen were del i vered up as wi l l i ng " sacr i f ices " , 
know i ng that i mmorta l i ty wou l d  be the i rs , a be l i e f  wh ich a l so has i t s  
para l l e l s  i n  f aery l ore . 

Scorr i ton i s  f a i r l y  h i gh , as is nearby Holne - both pl aces hosted a 
beacon in 1 9 7 7  to commemorate the s i l ver j ubi l ee of the present 
monarch . On 20 May 1 9 6 5  l oca l res i dent Ernest Bryant experi enced a 
c l ose encounter of the third k i nd on Scorri ton Down , in wh ich three 
humanoid be ings descr i bed as wear i ng " d i v i ng su i t s "  gave him a tour of 
the i r  craft and a youth ca l l ing h imse l f  " Y amsk i "  warned Bryant o f  the 
threat posed by a race f rom " Eps i l on " who abducted humans for breed i ng 
exper i ments - the "greys " of contemporary UFO l ore perhaps ? Bryant ' s 
encounter came with i n  hours of the death in Ame r i c a  of George Adamsk i ,  
a prom i nent " contactee" o f  the 1 9 5 0 ' s .  ( UFO researchers state that 
Bryant cou ld not have known , because Adamski only con f i ded i t  to a f ew 
c l ose f r i ends , that a fter he d i ed the extraterrestr i a l s  wou ld return 
him to Earth , incarnated as a teenage boy ) . Genera l l y c i ted as a 
one- o f f  i nc ident i n  the anna l s  of the area ' s  f o l k l ore , Bryant ' s  
expe r i ence may not be a s  un i que a s  i t  appears . 
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A personal f r i end , and forme r head boy of a Buckfastle igh chi ldren ' s  
home back i n  the 1 9 6 0 ' s ,  encountered a " sh i n i ng be i ng "  a l so wea r i ng a 
" d i v i ng-su i t  l i ke garment" in nearby K i ngswood , a wood above wh i c h  I 
o ften saw a s i ng l e  red l i ght g l i de l ow at n i ght , too l ow for the s a f ety 
o f  convent iona l a i rcra f t . Of course this ob j ect may have been a c l as s i c  
exampl e  o f  the " earth l i ght" phenomena , the Buckf a s t l e i gh area i n  
genera l be i ng r i ch in m i ne work i ngs and cave systems . H e  and I weren't 
the on l y  k i ds at the c h i ldren ' s  home who had strange experi ences in the 
area . There was subt l e  pressure operat i ng to d i ssuade t a l k  of such 
expe r i ences , th i s  was dur i ng the early to mid 1 9 6 0's , coincid i ng w i th 
the per i od of Bryant ' s  expe r i ence . Twi ce the Home was comp l et e l y  
evacuated d u e  t o  a supposed " escaped pr i soner" hav i ng entered the 
pro�erty (W inter 1 9 62- 3 and Autumn 1 9 6 4 ) w i th no c l ear explana t i on 
ava 1 l ab l e  to us when we were f i na l l y a l l owed back i ndoors . Each t ime i t  
was made sure that w e  d i d  not l ook within s i ght of the Home and that 
none o f  us returned unt i l g i ven the a l l -c l ear . Apparen t l y

,
the med i a  

never pi cked u p  o n  i t  - o r  were told that they covered i t  at the i r  
per i l ?  I n  1 ?7 8  a . group o f  loc a l teenagers found thems e l ves pl agued by 
strange a e r 1 a l  l 1 ghts and observed , aga i n , a d i v i ng-su i ted g l ow i ng 
f igure near one of the dua l c a r r i ageway support legs . 

Cou ld the whee l - ro l l ing ceremony at Scorr i ton have been a d i stant 
fo l k  memory of an event with c e l es t i a l  assoc i at i ons , Bryant's contact 
maybe not be i ng the f i rst to occur i n  the area? The f i ery wheel m i ght 
have been representat ive of some sort o f  a i rborne craft with f i re or 
l i ghts . M i ght a potent l ey run through the area , attract i ng UFO's and 
generat i ng many ghosts and other phenomena recorded i n  the d i strict , a s  
m a n y  be l i eve? There was once a trad i t i on practi sed o n  t h e  moor where 
peop l e  a ssembled at a des ignated s pot to " see the sun dance" at sunr i se 
on Easter Morn i ng , apparently not a l l  who a ctua l l y  attended saw th i s  
happen - a s  i s  the case w i th many 'vi s i ons' . Women i n  part i cu l a r  woul d  
have the i r  own vi g i l , hop ing t o  s e e  " The Lamb & F l ag i n  the sun " . cou l d  
t h e  UFO abduct ion theory , so prom i nent today , rel ate to the pract i se o f  
" sa c r i f i ce " ?  There are many s i m i l a r i t i es between reported abduct i ons 
and f aery l ore - perhaps each era i nterprets accord i ng to the i r  l eve l 
o f  soph i st ication - today ' s  " a l i en s "  may have been yesterdays gods , 
demons and faer i es . 

Footnote : The TDA Vo l ume for 1 9 5 5  records that there was an attempt to 
revive the wheel ro l l i ng custom by the people of Leusdon i n  the par i sh 
o f  W i decombe in 1 9 5 4  on st Johns Eve . The cart wheel , loaned by a l oc a l  
�a rmer �nd l aunched f rom M e l  Tor , f a i l ed to reach the r iver , wedgi ng 
1 ts e l f 1 n  a c l ump of trees en route . The revi va l  proved short l ived 
and the l oc a l  vicar on i nvest i g a t i on cou l d  f i nd no ver i f i cation that 
such � c�stom was ever practi sed in the area . Perhaps , had the whe e l  
been 1 gn 1 ted then t h e  " rev iva l "  wou l d  have proved more succes s f u l ! 

Sources :  South Devon T i mes 2 3 . 6 . 9 4 .  Transac t i ons o f  the Devonsh i re 
Assoc i at i on (TDA ) Vo l s  for 1 9 0 8 , 1 9 3 5 ,  1 9 3 8  1 9 7 5  1 9 8 9 . Gui de To 
Dartmoor by W i l l i am Cro s s i ng . The Golden Bou;h by si r J G Frazer . The 
F l y i ng Saucer Vi �i on by John M i c he l l . A H i story of Ho l ne by the peopl e  
o f  Holne (St N 1 cho l a s  Books ) .  " Adams k i  a t  Scor i ton ? "  The Unknown 
(maga z i ne ) ,  �ovember 1 9 8 5 .  P l ymouth UFO Research Group Report . The Ley 
Hunter maga z 1 ne No 121 Summer 1 9 9 4 . Myster i ous B r i ta i n  by Janet & Co l i n  
Bard . 
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A SACRED BUS JOURNEY. 
Tracey Brown 

Before I passed my d r i v i ng test (at the age of 29 ! )  I was o f ten 
one o f  the coach passengers on the Okehampton- Exeter route , cran i ng my 
neck out of the wi ndow to look at the l andscape , pos s i b l e  a l i gnments o f  
church spires and h i l l s etc , and other interest i ng features that earth 
myster i es bu f f s  keep a l ook out for . The j ourney to Exeter a l ong the 
A 3 0 72 is f u l l of preh i stor i c  s i tes . The road i tsel f is the o l d  
preh i stor ic causeway from t h e  Exe Va l l ey to North Cornwa l l , a n d  a l ong 
i ts route are s ignposts to the va r i ous Nymet v i l l ages (covered by Hugh 
Frank l i n in I ssue 2 ) . 

At Stone Cross just outs i de North Tawton , there once stood a very 
anc i ent cross . Th i s  was the s i te of the 1 5 4 9  Prayer Book Rebe l l ion 
bat t l e  between the roya l army and the Corn i s h  and Sampford Courtenay 
rebe l s . After the batt l e , th i s  p l ace was c a l l ed " B loody Park" and the 
short road nea rby , now known as Batt i sh i l l ' s  Lane , was ca l l ed " Batt l e  
Lane " . The roya l a rmy defeated the rebe l s  a nd ma rched into Sampford 
Courtenay where they left between f i ve and six hundred rebe l s  dying in 
the street . 

Tom Greeves ( 1 )  deta i l s  the powerful i mages of green man in 
Sampford Courtenay church , wh i c h  a l so has the t i nner ' s rabbits and a 

wonder f u l  dragon w i th fol i age and fru i t  
curl i ng out o f  i t s  mouth . On l y  s i x  
m i les away at Bow i s  the centre o f  the 
nemeton s , Bow Henge , and Greeves th i nks 
it is more than l i kely that these 
fo l i ate images l i nked back to the Henge 
and the worsh i p  i n  the " sacred grove " . 
" These images obv i ous l y  meant as much to 
the l oca l peop l e  as they did to the 
woodcarvers , wh i ch i n  1 5 4 9  they 
consc i ously or otherw i se perceived to be 
threatened . That there may have been a 
deep-rooted f o l k  memory of be l i e f s  that 
the e a r l y  church had somehow 
accomodated , but wh ich now seemed under 
attack f rom an outs i de author ity , is not 
so fanc i fu l  bea r i ng i n  m i nd the respect 
s t i l l  paid to many a venerable v i l l age 
oak " (2 ) . Of course many l egends and 

Green Man ; Sampford Courtenay tradi t i ons are connected to trees , 
Church espec i a l l y oaks . 

I t  coul d  be that most churches' ornate waggon roof s ,  w i th animal head 
bos ses and carved fol i age , the beams arch ing overhead , were 
de l iberate l y  carved to represent the sacred grove o f  anci ent nature 
worsh i p , mimicking the overhead branches of trees and l eaves . Th i s  
could have been one o f  the ways i n  wh i ch the i ncoming re l ig i on 
integrated and converted the popu l at ion . Here they cou l d  worsh i p  i n  a 
p lace not d i ss im i l a r  to the i r  precious grove , and not get ra i ned on 
e i ther ! -1 1 -



Recert research tends to show that the green man and its female 
counterpart, the female exhibitonist or "sheena-na-gig" is more likely 
to be of medieval origin and represents Lust of the Seven Deadly Sins. 
Bob Trubshaw, (editor of Mercian Mysteries) in a recent letter to 
Northern Earth, states " .. there is no reason to supppose that the 
carvers of such figures in, say, the thirteenth of fourteenth centuries 
were consciously placing 'pagan' images within churches"(3). Not 
consciously maybe, but is it not interesting that those images are 
nevertheless the ones that were carved? Trubshaw goes on to say "This 
link does suppose that the 'wild woodland' was connected with what we 
would now label as pre-Christian 'fertility rites', perhaps those of 
May Day. Quite emphatically, this does not

. 
imply any deliberately 

'pagan' activity, simply something that (as w1th all folk customs) 'We 
have always done' - despite the probable displeasure of the clergy". 

Further down the road, past some Nymets, in the field opposite 
silver street Cottages, is the now invisible Bow Henge. "Culturally, it 
may well be the most significant site in the whole county, rivalling 
Exeter cathedral in importance (4)". Interestingly enough, Exeter 
cathedral is built on an ancient pagan site, (which the Romans made 
into the Legion Bathhouse), and which contains twenty green men 
carvings, one of the highest number of such representations anywhere in 
Britain. � the Holy See was once in Crediton - just a few miles up 
the road from the Henge - before 1t was moved to Exeter. So there were 
two focal points of religious activity very close to each other, but no 
prizes for ·guessing which one had long been subjugated first. (The 
"Centre For Christ" - a monastery-type community - is now at Burston 
Manor opposite the Henge!). 

The two churches closest to the Henge, Broadnymet and Nymet 
Tracey, were originally dedicated to St Martin of Tours, an extremely 
active 4th century missionary, preacher and determined destroyer of 
pagan sites. "What more appropriate choice of dedication could have 
been made by missionaries wishing to Christianize a remote, pagan, 
sanctuary?" ( 5 )  It's strange that the Henge has been so completely 
destroyed so as to leave no trace, no raised earthwork or bank, and 
only showed up in the dry summer of 1984 as cropmarks in an aerial 
photograph; when one considers that in 1940 the walls of the Roman fort 
"Nemetostatio" near North Tawton were still 7ft high. Of course many 
years separate the building of the Henge from the building of the Roman 
fort, but someone did a very thorough job of getting rid of the Henge. 
They didn't think to change the giveaway Nymet names, which persisted 
for thousands of years to give us clues today. 

Fewer than one per cent of Devonian placenames are Celtic, which 
might indicate that the Saxons found a sparsely populated landscape, 
many Britons migrating from the South West to Brittany. But the Celtic 
placenames in remoter parts of Devon, such as the Nymets and Nymptons, 
nearby Crooke, Treable, Trusham, Marshal!, Dunchideock, together with 
names such as Charles, Landkey and Wallover on the fringes of Exmoor 
indicate that British habitation continued in some areas ( 6 ) . 

Martin of Tours was no doubt a great example to the later st 
Wynfryth of Credi ton, later to become famous also as a destroyer of 
pagan sites (and oak trees in particular) in his guise as St Boniface, 
whose massive, grandiose and ostentatious red church of the Holy Cross 
is in Crediton, and despite its architectural splendour, feels as cold, 
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dead, and empty as a crypt. 

In the eighth century Boniface drew up a list of thirty condemned 
pagan practices, the "Indiculus Superstitionem et Pagan� arum" of which 
the sixth included "sacred rites of the woods wh1ch they call 
"nimidas""(7). He was probably well aware and m�ch irked by t�e 
possible survival of pagan belief only a few m1les

. 
west ?f h1s 

birthplace. Despite his fame as missionary to Germany, 1n the m1d-�3th 
century the Poles and East Prussians were still pagan, so there 1s a 
possibility of lingering survival in mid-Devon. 

The henge itself had nineteen pits - signific
.
ant as ni�eteen

. 
is a 

sacred and magical number. The pits once conta1ned mass1ve t1mber 
posts, like Woodhenge, no doubt carved ornatel� with. images similar to 
those that were carved later in churches, 1n wh1ch the craftsmen 
-consciously or not - left us a legacy of enduring images that were of 
great importance to them. 

I always had a quiet chuckle at this point on the journey, 
because just past the site of the Henge is the Burston Inn (the word 
"Burston" is significant also - see Hugh's article Issue 2 ) , w�ich now 
holds "raves" on Friday nights. So the continuity of "ecstat1c pagan 
rites" and dancing is still going on a few yards away; although the 
"ravers" are probably unaware that they are continuing this tradition! 
(Or are they?) The Burston is also reknowned as "The Country & Western 
centre of Devon" on a Saturday night, but I don't think they dance to 
this in quite so "heathen" a fashion. The inn sign for the Burston is

.
a 

picture of monks tending a field, this could represent the monastery 1n 
Burston Manor opposite, or represent the tradition of. pastoral 
religious activity associated with the immediate area? Inc1dentally, 
the lettering underneath the inn title says "The George And Dragon". 
Excited by the ancient significance of dragons and slayers - the old 
Christians v pagans bit -I asked the landlord why it was thus called. 
Of course I fell for the old joke that the previous landlord was called 
George, and his wife was ..... 

On the right hand side of the bus route is the tiny hamlet of 
Clannaborough complete with church of St Petrock, built in the middle 
of a raised circular churchyard. This also ties in with our Nymets, 
for local tradition insists that both Broadnymet and Nymet Tracey 
churches were built by William II de Tracy, of the Bradninch (Exeter) 
de Tracy family. It was de Tracy who was one of the four knights of 
King Henry II, Thomas a Becket's four murderers, at Cante�bury on 29 
December 1170. The tradition claims that de Tracy bu1lt several 
churches to atone for his part in the murder, which saw Becket 
acclaimed martyr and canonized by Pope Alexander Ill in 1�73: 
Mortehoe's church of st Mary Magdalene was supposedly founded by h1m 1n 
1170 as was a church at Sourton near Okehampton. Becket's death seems 
seems to have made an impact locally since churches at Bridford, 
Lapford and Newton Tracey are dedicated to him, and ther� �s a leg�nd 
which tells of his ghost being seen annually at Lapford, r1d1ng a wh1te 
horse to Nymet Rowland on 7 July, the date of his festival. Lapford 
Revel, revived in July 1978, is held in remembrance of Becket's death: 
de Tracy' s ghost certainly gets around, because he has also been 1n 
legend condemned to making ropes of sand on the beach at Braunton 
Burrows near Barnstaple. Each time his rope nears completion, a black 
dog appears, carrying a ball of fire in its mouth with which it breaks 
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or burns through the cord, and the penance must begin all over again 
( 7). 

There are speculations that Becket organised his own murder and 
"became a King", as Osiris was sacrificed and scattered in pieces and 
Jesus was sacrificed yet declared "King" at the same time. It does 
smack of a ritual murder, because the knights each took great care to 
deliver a deadly blow to the body. As he lay dying on the floor of his 
church one of the knights said "He wished to be King, he wished to be 
more than King. Let him be King! " It is known that he met the four 
knights in his chambers beforehand and promised to be there on time and 
that he would not flee when the four came to kill him. Some of his 
brother monks who were obviously not fully informed, tried to warn and 
save Thomas but he kept his appointment with destiny and "became a 
King", surrounded by four soldiers, as Christ became a King at the 
centre of the cross. 

The contemporary writer of the account of Becket's murder, de 
Hoveden, reported that the four murderers fled west to "Cnaresburc". 
This has generally been taken to mean Knaresborough, Yorkshire, 
a 1 though this 1 i es north of Canterbury. Bar bar a Car bone 11 ( 8) 
considered "Cnaresburc" is more likely to represent Clannaborough, 
which does lie west of Canterbury and whose Anglo-Saxon spelling was 
"Clonesburg, Clonesburc and Clanesberg". She also makes the interesting 
point that traditional accounts relate that the Becket murder was known 
in Devon on the same day that it took place. If, as several writers 
have suggested, the death of Becket was a ritual murder, the Nymet 
area, with its ancient role of pagan forest sanctuary (the forest or 
wildwood was always a sanctuary for outcasts, misfits and those who 
chose to live outside the dominator society), might seem an appropriate 
place to which the murderers might have fled. William de Tracy may 
have chosen to repay the area of his sanctuary and at the same time 
expiate his crime by building the churches he is connected with in 
tradition. 

I visited the chapel of St Martin at Broadnymet, which is now • 

derelict but being restored (after a fashion ... ) by the farmer on whose 
land it stands. The wheel carvings that were on either side of the 
entrance have been plastered over and repointed the. farmer was 
unaware ttat there were ever carvings there, they must have been very 
faded. Now they've gone forever! Whilst in conversation with him, I 
mentioned the Becket murder. He said that he had long been aware of the 
area's association with Becket, because he understood that Canterbury 
cathedral had a leper colony in its grounds, and that when de Tracy was 
ordered to build chapels and churches as compensation, he had to 
provide shelter and accomodation for lepers, and that the land next to 
Broadnymet chapel had been a leper colony. There is a hole in the wall 
through which communion was passed to the infected. When I first walked 
in the chapel before I met the farmer, I was "aware" of a large, dense 
cloud of black flies that seemed to descend on me, and all day I had 
the most appalling throbbig headache that no medicine shook off. 

He also showed me an old granite shaft of a cross with the arms 
broken off that is right next to the chapel wall. He said it was a 
village cross from Dartmoor but he did not know which village. He then 
asked if I wanted to see some ostriches, and I thought "Oh no, help! 
I'm stuck out here in the middle of nowhere with a wierdo .. " - but it 
turned out to be true! A hundred ostriches, making no sound apart from 
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a huge rush of large feet and wings as they ran to the barn door, 
bobbing and racing and displaying their glorious wings and rockpool 
eyes. The farmer told me that also in the area were emu and kangaroo 
farms. "There's some strange things on farms in Devon", he said. "Not 
as strange as the people who eat them", I thought. On either side of 
the A3072 there are ostrich farms 2 miles apart, one near Down St Mary 
and one at Bow. What a totally wierd day, I thought as I drove home; 
and there, on the left side of the road in the hedge, was a tree on 
which the ivy had grown into the exact shape of an ostrich in mid-step! 

Then we come to dear old Copplestone Cross. I have been fascinated 
by this for some time, particularly whilst investigating Bow and The 
Nymets, and was convinced this old cross must be connected. Whilst 
perusing one of the Transactions of the Devonshire Association in 
Exeter Library, a periodical penance I have to do for my sins, I came 
across an address given to the Association in 1876 by R J King, 
concerning a Charter of Eadgar AD974 (7). This was lOth century so not 
as old as I'd hoped, since Boniface was 7th century and Martin of Tours 
4th century, but it concerns a grant of three "hydes" or "mansas" of 
land at a place called Nymed, which once encompassed Copplestone. A 
considerable extent of country at the time of the charter seems to have 
been known as Nymed or Nymet. This area was more than likely wooded, 
Devon and Cornwall having a sparser population than that of most of the 
other parts of England and therefore clearing less farming land. 
Morchard Bishop to the NW of Copplestone was once called Morchet in the 
Domesday Book, as was Cruwys Morchard. Morchet is a Celtic word 
relating to the Welsh "mawr" (great big) and "coed" (wood), the 
"Morchard" being the later English for orchard (orceard)(B). 

Copplestone itself is named after the cross which is 
mentioned as the starting and returning point in the 
boundaries of Nymed granted by Eadgar. The cross 
stands at the meeting place of three parishes -
Crediton, Colebrook and Down St. Mary. The name may 
mean the "headland stone", or the "chief stone" since 
the old English word "cop" means "head" "summit" or 
"chief". It may also mean the "headless" stone since 
the old name for it was spelt "Coplestan", and the 
cross has not had a top since time immemorial. 
According to King, it's antiquity "exceeds that of any 

�:'::li�N other monument of its class in Devonshire" and it is 
the only stone cross this side of the Tamar which 
displays Celtic interlaced carvings "which are 
comparatively common in the north of England - the 
ancient Northumbria - and sometimes found in Cornwall". 
It stands on the extreme border with the great parish 
of Crediton, which, long before any date we can assign 
to the cross, had become the principal possession of 

������11the bishops of Devon, in AD909. 

It has been alleged that the cross was erected in the 

lll""��·w year AD905 in memory of Bishop Putta who is said to 
DU�W����have died in the village square. Nobody really can 

-��- •.•• explain the meaning of the carvings, reproduced here 
v����·�•�from the 1876 drawings which even then were much eroded. 
��--�··�The socket on the south-east side was added at a later 

NE side 

date, maybe after the loss or destruction of the top of 
the cross, and designed perhaps to contain a metal 
crucifix. - 1 5-

NW side 



SW side 
It was the custom in the earl ier period of Saxon 
Christianity -and this custom was continued long 
afterwards -for the lord of the land, in places 
where no church had been built, to erect a cross 
of wood or stone "to which outlying ceorl s and 
serfs might repair to offer their prayers" (9). 
Copplestone is far from any church and may have 
been raised as a boundstone and as a central 
rel igious and gathering pl ace. I l ike to think 
it was a menhir that existed long before 
Christianity, that was converted and thus carved 
with Celtic Christian symbols. King says that 
the cross predates the Saxon charter but is no 
ol der than AD9 0 9 ,  the year in which the Crediton 
bishopric was founded, but I bel ieve this is 

SE side 

unl ikel y, and that the menhir predates any of it, �,���l 
l inked with the compl ex of circles and rows that 
were at North Tawton (now the town's football 
fiel d). Coul d I go so far as to suggest that the�·����� 
Omphal os Stone of Devon is this forgotten and 
grimy stone cross at Coppl estone? It is sirnil arlylf���� 
decorated to the Cel tic Cross omphal os stone at 
Lanivet, (al so derived from the word "nyrnet"/ l���itj� "neved") in Cornwall , and geographicall y the 
central part of that county. The Nyrneds are 
considered to be at the centre of Devon . 

Coppl estone Cross is also the subject of an 
interesting "curse" l egend. It was deemed to be 
hazardous to traffic by Devon County Council and 
was moved on 1 3  March 196 9  in "10 yards in a 
slightly northerly direction" (11). Nothing was 

found under the socket of the old site. There were strong protests from 
some locals about the removal of so ancient a l andmark, some cl aiming a 
curse might fall on those responsible for the deed. I was told some 
time ago by Crediton l ocal s that the contractor in charge of moving the 
cross died of a sudden heart attack. (I've heard al l the jokes al ready 
viz. "I'm not surprised, if he tried to lift it himsel f!"). 

After Crediton the bus goes past the turning to Colebrooke, whose 
church contains Green Men carvings, then through Newton st Cyres , Hal f  
Moon (sort of name that whiffs o f  mystery .. ), Cowley and terminates at 
Exeter, which is an articl e in itself and must fol l ow later. (I don't 
have to write that as well do I?) (Yes. Ed.) 

References: ( 1) Torn Greeves WOODHENGE ECHOES from PULP! Summer 1989 
Common Ground Lirni ted Edition* ( 2) Greeves op. ci t. ( 3) Angela Bl aen 
DEVON'S SACRED GROVE Toucan Press Guernsey 1983* (4) Blaen op.cit . (5) 
Blaen op. ci t. ( 6 )  WITCHCRAFT & FOLKLORE OF DARTMOOR Ruth E St Leger 
Gordon, Bell : New York ( 7) Barbara Carbonell and M Wauton THIRTEEN 
CENTURIES IN BOW ALIAS NYMET TRACEY WITH BROAD NYMET DEVON Exeter :  
Townsend 19 49 (Westcountry Studies reference copy) (8) R J King 
COPLESTONE CROSS AND A CHARTER OF EADGAR AD97 4 Transactions of the 
Devonshire Association Vol 8 p351-9 (9) Bl aen op.cit. (10) King op cit. 
(11) Transactions of the Devonshire Association 10 2 (19 70) p271 
See Also : Hugh Franklin SIGNPOSTS IN NYMETLAND Wisht Maen No 2 
* "PULP!", Common Ground and "Devon's Sacred Grove" are detailed in 
Book Reviews p27. 
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EAST DEVON HILLFORT/S 
Steven Shipp 

The hil lforts of East Devon rise from the landscape l i ke guardians 
of this ancient land. Mostl y built in the Iron Age, to provide shel ter 
and protection to the occupiers, they are sited on prominent natural 
hil ltops. 

The excepti on to this is Blackbury Cast l e  (SY1879 24 ) which 
straddles a narrow ridge with steep sides to the north and south. I t  
was here, in the 196 0 's, that the archaeol ogist and dowser Torn 
Lethbridge found sl ing shot pebbles amongst the wooded deep ditches and 
ramparts. Using his unique dating method with a pendulum, he found that 
the stones were the same as those on Branscornbe beach, a few mil es 
s outh. (See his book ESP : BEYOND TIME & DISTANCE). If you wander 
through the heart of this ancient pl ace in early spring, the area is a 
mass of bluebells and the light, broken by the huge beech trees , 
dapples the ground. It is not hard to imagine this site as something 
special and very peaceful . 

Directly north of here and the other side of Honi ton is Dumpdon 
Hi l l  (ST1760 4 0 )  a pear shaped hillfort with the south east end 
planted with scots pine. The remainder of the site is open space and 
-although in the hands of the National Trust - one can explore i t  
without restri ction. It is a tricky and steep path to the top and not 
recommended in wet conditions! The views from the surnrni t are 
magnificent. On one of our visits, the wind whi stled through the trees 
producing a strange sound. It reminded me of a theory connected to the 
l ey system of Al fred Watkins. He speculated that various sites and 
special places l inked together in straight l ines to form trading 
routes. His si tes included earth mounds, ponds and fire beacons. These 
obviously represent the three el ements of Earth, Water and Fire. Many 
ancient burial chambers and hillforts are covered with scots pine and 
it has been postul ated that the wind (representing the element of Air) 
passing through the branches produces a special sound , thus signi fying 
the location as a unique site (See Jirnrny Goddard, "The Significance of 
Sound" in SKYWAYS & LANDMARKS REVISITED). 

We dowsed the hillfort independentl y using copper angl e rods and 
both found a definite line of 'something' running approximatel y north 
to south. We unfortunatel y  had no magnetic compass to hand and a return 
trip is planned to undertake a more detailed survey. We can find no 
possible ley running through this hil l fort using 1 : 5 0 0 0 0  Landranger 
Ordnance Survey maps. 

Hawkesdown H il l fort (SY26 4914) looks down on the vil lage of Axrnouth 
and the Axe Valley - a very beautiful place. The hill itself is private 
l and, but the undul ations of the ramparts and ditches can be seen from 
miles around. This fort was believed to be the defensive stronghold of 
the Durotriges - the British tribes of Dorset - against the Danrnonii 
from further west in Devon. The Fosse Way and a branch of the Ickniel d 
Way converge in the Axe Val ley, and Axrnouth was one of the first Saxon 
settlements in Devon. In the beautiful church of St Michael 's in 
Axrnouth can be found medieval wall paintings on the supporting pillars. 
There is a l egend of a ghostly warrior who haunts the earthwork with 
his fire-breathing dog. 
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A li ttle fu rther north east we find Musbury Cast l e  (SY282942) - a 
large hillf ort looking down on the village of Musbury . This site again 
was believed to have been used by the Durotriges. The name Musbury 
appears to come f rom "the camp of the mouse" or "quiet camp" a 
"deserted place" . There are breathtaking views of the Axe Val ley , and a 
public footpath passes through the earthworks . 

Due west to Sidbury with its f ascinating church , just outside the 
vil lage , are the tree covered remains of Sidbury Castle (SY128914), an 
I ron Age encampment now in private hands. Here , an ancient dew pond can 
be found , and roe deer can be seen if one is quiet on a summer evening. 
we have got within a few f eet of them. Sidbury Castle has never been 
subjected to the tools of excavation and , sadly, a large area is now 
lost under the unchecked growth of trees . I t  was here , duri ng the 
Napoleonic sea invasion , that the women of the area dress ed in 
s oldier's uniforms and walked the ramparts to fool the invaders that 
the def ending army was larger than it really was . 

Near here there is reputed to be a burial cairn made f rom dry 
f l ints known as "The Treasury" or "The Money Heap", where it is claimed 
a hidden f ortune awaits the lucky f inder. We have searched the area 
exhaustively but cannot f ind such a cairn . Legend also tells of a 
secret underground passageway f rom the hillfort to the spot where the 
old manor of sidbury once stood. I have been shown by l

.
ocals t�e

. possible entrance site on the side of the earthworks - now JUSt a d1p 
in the ground . 

Woodbury castle ( SY032874) on Woodbury Commons commands a lof ty 
position . This earthwork must be unique f or it is still occupied! 
within the ramparts there stands � private house and

.
garden: It : s good 

t o  know that the place is still be1ng used as a dwell1ng. Th1s h1l lfort 
too has scots pine clad mounds which have a s trange atmosphere . 
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With reference to I ssue 2 "Gods and Goddesses of Devon" and the 
legen� therein of �amara , I have known a piece of music f or some time 
on th1s t heme , ent1tled TAMAR by the Russian composer Balakirev, based 
on a poem by Lermentov. The s leeve notes of the record states "Its 
�rinc�pal character is � sensual and terrif ying Georgian princess who 
1nhab1 ts a castle stand1ng above a deep gorge through which runs the 
River Terek . The castle gates are ever open , and from the princess '  
bedroom a s carf f lutters to lure passing s trangers . A nobleman is 
att:acted and invited inside to be greeted by traditional f estivities . 
He 1s eventually persuaded to perform a dance with the Princess Tamara 
and , with the dance reaching a fantastic climax , the sinister woman 
stabs her victim .  His body is thrown into the river below and the scarf 
res umes it� significant posi�ion at the window . The symphonic poem was 
comple�ed 1n 18� 2 �nd the f 1rst perf ormance in England took place in 
1 913 w1th the D1agh1lev Ballet and Tamara Karsavina in the title role . 
Some musicians have considered that Rimsky-Korsakov was aware of this 
symp�onic poem when he composed his f amous "Scheherazade" , and some 
cons1der TAMAR to be a finer work" . 

Apologies for the lurid nature of this fairy tale which I take to be 
symbolic of rejection , or spurning - with the princess as some kind of 
�emme f atale - an image which has at some time or another loomed large 
1n the male psyche.  I know next to nothing about the poet Lermentov 
apart from the f act that h e  spent some time in the Caucasus. Students 
of Russian literature would of course know more. It is interesting to 
sp7culate as the the c:onnection with the River Tamar . Interesting to 
th1nk of the steep cl1ffs near Gunnislake and the almost gorge-like 
nature of the river in some parts . 

The piece � tself is exc:ell�nt - exciting and colourfully orchestrated . 
The last t1me I heard 1t l1ve was , curiously enou gh , in the Great Hall 
at Exeter some years ago. KENNETH ASHBURNER Chagford Devon 

DRI ZZLECOMBE CARVINGS DEBATE RAGES ! 

Dear Editor 

On the
. 

inside back co
.
ver of Issue 3 you mention the carvings found on 

the Dr1zz lecombe Menh1r and ask f or theories/explanations . I have known 
about them f or ab�ut ten years . They were pu t there by students f rom 
�lymouth . Col� ege 1n the 195 0's as a joke. I am told it is Japanese and 
1 ts mean1ng 1S rude! PAUL RENDELL Edi tor THE DARTMOOR NEWSLETTER 

Dear Editor 

There is no mystery about the Drizzlecombe menhir carvings - sorry! 
�hey a:e . ordinary common Christian church symbols . The right-hand one 
1s un� 1n1shed or worn : there should be a --.... to match the r . It is 
the s 1gn f or the mass . The altar cross is obvious and needs no comment. 
The o�e on t.he lef t is ambiguous in itself . In itself , as it is , and 
a�soc1ated w1th the other two , it stands for an altar viewed f rom the 
s 1de and a . hear:t.  Devotion to the heart of Christ and its pictorial 
:epresentat1on 1s very common . However , there could be a hilt above and 
1 t s tands for a downward pointing sword piercinq Marv' s heart (Luke 
2 · 35) ,  but I do not go f or this . It must at one time have been a n  
al tar , even if . only on one occasion . These symbol s are , or pretend t o  
b7 , - (there m1ght be a mystery there! ! )  - early i n  da te. Altars used 
d1f ferent ones , later . WILLIAM SAXTON Taunton S omerset 
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Dear Editor 

Regarding the carvings found on the Drizzlecombe stone shown in Issue 
3 ,  they resemble Greek letters as they were written in ancient times : 

r � 
Phi Z eta Gamma Xi 

equivalent to our ph, z, g, x; where the discrepancies might be due to 
weathering, the fancy of the carver, or later embellishments by others. 
This is probably wide of the mark, but, even if it was a bullseye, the 
mystery remains unsolved until it can be shown what the letters mean. 
I've no idea. BERNARD GUILE Heathf ield East Sussex 

Tom Greeves, chairman of the Dartmoor Tinworking Research Group and 
ex-DNPA archaeologist, alerted Wisht Maen to the fact that the Sites 
and Monuments Register in County Hall, Exeter were aware of these 
carvings. Upon enquiry I was told that the School of Oriental and 
African Studies 
in London had examined the carvings and confirmed that they dated from 
195 0 and translated them as "ASHLEY"! A Chinese person also had offered 
his transl ation - the first symbol could mean "ASIA" or "SUB"; the 
second symbol "WANG" or "KING" ( now that sounds like a schoolboy 
joke .. } and the third means simply "1 100th" as in a unit of measure. 
Confused? You will be. Or Philip Stokes of Trent Polytechnic who first 
researched the carvings and sent them off for examinution, stated at 
the time that there was "occult activity" in the area. The SMR are 
still bemused as to what they really mean and welcome any other 
explanations. Keep them coming! 

SCORHILL "BREAST CARVING" DEBATE RAGES ! 

Dear Ms Brown 

SCORHILL 

I have now at last had an opportunity to visit the stone circle at 
Scorhill. I spent some time there and I am afraid that my view is that 
the possible "breast carvings" on the stones are not of human origin. I 
think they are natural geological inclusions, or xenoliths. occurring 
at the time of the formation of the granite. The reasons I think this, 
are that their features are of a different colour from the surrounding 
stone - blacker - and also they occur on many of the natural boulders 
in the area. I think they are probably harder than the granite, whose 
surface has weathered away over many millions of years, leaving these 
inclusions standing proud. Quite whether prehistoric man ( or women} 
deliberately chose stones with these nodules to use in the circle at 
Scorhill is probably something we could never find out. I cannot help 
feeling that it would have been hard to avoid using stones like these 
in this area. If you would like me to come out with you sometime , I 
would be happy to do so, but I would recommend a slightly warmer time 
of year! DEBBIE GRI FFITHS , Dartmoor National Park Archaeologist , Bovey 
Tracey, Devon 
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calum Maci ntosh, who first noticed the "breast" carvings, wrote to the 
Prehistoric Society concerning his find. They assigned Or Aubrey Burl 
to the challenge. He happened to be leading a study group on Dartmoor 
in May 1995, and was happy to inspect the carvings on site. The study 
group's view was that : " ...... we did recognise the 'breasts', but have 
come to the firm conclusion that they were natural .... the markings do 
indeed resemble the breasts known on some Breton megaliths, like 
inverted cupmarks, but the Scorhill 'bosses' are not artificial." He 
records that the group then examined other rocks scattered elsewhere on 
the moor, and found the same effect on a number of others. He concluded 
that it must be some geological effect common on stones in the 
district. He considers the possibility that the large pillar stone at 
scorhill " ... was chosen by the builders of the ring specifically 
because of these features but that must remain a speculation worth 
mention but impossible of proof ..... the effect is probably amygdales, 
or small hollow cavities or nodules whose walls are l ined with 
cryst al s, presumably in this case, quartz." 

Jeremy Harte sent us this old press cutting from his archives, dated 
1958: "To the Editor of The Times "FIGURED ROOF TILES" 

"Sir, - The interesting article in THE TIMES of August 2 4 , dealing with 
the Chinese practice of using figured roof- tiles, is a reminder that 
similar use was once common in the West Country. On old Devon houses 
the first ridge-tile on the main gable was often moulded to represent a 
horse and rider. A century or more ago they are recorded as being in 
common use but in the early years of the twentieth century the 
antiquarian and writer, the Revd Sabine Baring-Gould, could only find 
examples at Tavistock, Exeter, Totnes, Plymouth, Truro and West Looe. 
Fortunately he made sketches of them, for all seem to have disappeared. 

The use of such tiles in England is said to have dated from the 
seventeenth century, and before that actual skulls of animals were 
built into the walls of a house. There was the pagan custom of making a 
sacrifice of an animal when an important building was started, and 
again when it was finished. The skulls incorporated into the structure 
were supposed to ensure good fortune. Such practice was carried out in 
churches too, and when rebuilding took place at St Cuthbert's church, 
Elsdon, Northumberland, in 1877, three horse skulls were found to be 
walled into the bell turret. 

Later, instead of using actual skulls, wooden carvings of animal heads 
were substituted, and these were displayed in the house itself. 
Cotehele House, the main part of which was rebuilt in the latter part 
of the fifteenth century, had an ornate carved head of a horse, the 
main part of which is preserved, though a part has gone to dust with 
passing centuries. Then the practice of using the figured ridge-tile 
came into use. The horses head appears to have come down from 
Anglo-Saxon days, and was associated with the grey hell-horse of Woden 

• about which there is so much tradition and history. Animal heads appear 
to have had other associations besides the pagan ones. It seems only a 
lord with power of life and death could display a horses head in his 
house or on his gateposts. In Elizabethan times the round balls in 
courtyards and on gateposts were supposed to be confined to manors with 
capital rights. I am, Sir, yours faithfully, W L JULYAN, Cotehele 
House, East Cornwall." 
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( Th i s  practice is d i scussed in Sabi ne Bar i ng Gou ld ' s  A BOOK OF FOLKLORE 
- see Book Revi ews l a st i ssue - it seems ba l l s  on gateposts of manor 
houses and other f i ne res i dences are actua l l y  substi tutes for the human 
heads wh i ch wou ld have adorned them many years prev ious l y . Accord i ng to 
h i m , the mumm i f ied dogs and cats found in the wa l l s/att ics of numerous 
o l d  Devon houses can a l so be expl a i ned by t h i s  trad i t i on , and carv i ngs 
o f  heads i n  churches a l so represent the " sacr i f i ced " animal - or human . 
Readers may have watched the BBC ' s  1 9 9 4  programme OUT OF TH I S  WORLD ( an 
attempt to expl a i n  the " paranorma l " )  i n  wh ich a foeta l skel eton was 
found br i cked up in a cottage wa l l  in Br i xham and the gr i s l y  ta l e  
attached thereto t o l d  i n  true penny-dreadf u l  sty l e  b y  a h a m  actor , vi z .  
that whosoever touched the l i ttle body was cursed and more often than 
not , d i ed . N e i ther of the " experts " ( a  d i sappo i n t i ng per formance f rom 
Lya l l  Watson ) stated the f act that the ske l eton must have been put 
there for a reason , and no-one menti oned that a l l  the bad l uck occurred 
when it was moved ! ( Ed ) ) .  

Dear Ed i tor 

Jeremy Harte ' s  " T i nner ' s  Rabbi t s "  in I ssue 3 was very good i ndeed . He 
i mpressed me w i th h i s  d i sc i p l i ned scho l arsh i p  and re ferences to 
author i t i es . A p i ty he quoted R J K i ng : t h i s  was wri tten in a very 
funny per iod of squarson scho l arsh i p .  Harte does not give h i msel f 
enough cred i t : " no proven connection between the tr i p l e  rabb i t  and the 
t i nners " ?  But he g ives i t ! The fecund ity o f  the rabbit and the 
fert i l i ty goddess - metal ores came f rom the generous womb of the Earth 
v i a  a bi r1;h cana l ! He has un focussed h i s  eyes , as it were , by not 
rea l i s i ng that he has f i rst to t a l k  about hares , and thi nk in Lat i n . 
On l y  at the end , may he say , i n  parenthes i s , that at Dartmoor they ca l l  
the hares rabbi ts . The o r i g i n a l  Lat i n  speakers just d i d  not know that 
there were two d i st i nct anima l s . To them the rabb i t  was j ust the 
A f r i can sun-shrunk hare . Espec i a l l y  as they were l i ke the hare , 
overground a n i ma l s . Roman soldiers on Afr ican stat ions learnt to house 
them , and on Dartmoor men used the f ree stone to make c i t i es to protect 
them f rom predators that wou l d  in nature keep them o f f  the Moor . 
Escaped rabb i ts cotton ( ta i l ! ) ed on to making burrows for themse l ves . 

The Lat i n  name g i ven to t h i s  new animal was cun i cu l us because they were 
kept in passages and because the f ema l e  rabbit was so fert i l e . The 
f ema l e  passage was cunnus . The m i ne or m i l i tary ad i t  took the s ame word 
- both cunnus on the conti nent and cun i cu l us on Dartmoor . Lat i n  
s peakers , un l i ke modern Eng l i s h , were l oath t o  i nvent new words : they 
preferred to make old ones do double duty . The -culus is an establ i shed 
d i m i nut i ve or ' fond ' name ; trans l ate as ' l i t t l e ' perhaps . A homuncu l us 
i s  a l i ttle man , or p i xy on Dartmoor . Al l that I need add i s  to say 
that the three hares are not restricted ( eg Beve r l ey as Harte says - I 
know of two Eng l i sh cathedra l s  w i th them and I have not trave l l ed 
w i de l y . They are on the continent too ) . I am not wor r i ed that they are 
sometimes four . O f  course then they wi l l  not stand for the Tr i n i ty or 
the fem i n i ne i n  God by the route o f  the Ce l t i c  t r i p l e  goddess , but they 
wi l l  stand as a re l i g i ous symbol . Our scr i ptures use any combi nat i on of 
three or four to bear sacred mean i ng : I cou l d  give an edi tor an art i c l e  
o n  that , but i t  h a s  nowt t o  d o  w i t h  Dartmoor ! Two i s  Adam & Eve , i e . 
a l l  peop l e : add the cruc i a l  one more ( wh ich i s  God ) and you have "Al l "  
( God and h i s  crea t i on ) . Four i s  the para l l e l , Everywhere . 
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I support Chery l Stra f f on i n  tak i ng Jeremy Ha rte to task for d i sm i s s i ng 
the as soc i a t i on of goddesses w i th an i ma l s . What about Egypt ' s  Baste t ?  
And wasn ' t  Frey j a ' s  cha r i ot drawn b y  cats? I s i s  turned Apu leus i nto an 
ass temporar i l y  to br i ng h i m to her feet ; I cannot reca l l  any 
ma l�vol ent hags ( I s i s  was no hag ! ) turn ing themse lves i nto anyth i ng , in 
"The Golden Ass " . Artem i s  and Di ana were " M i stress of An ima l s "  and were 
dep i c ted w i th hun t i ng cats . D i a na wou ld even take the form o f  a cat . I 
wi l l  not start on other a n i ma l s , or other goddesses ! By the way , " Ea s t  
oevon Ways " - A l l  S a i nts church at E a s t  Bud l e i gh is or i enta ted a l ong a n  
east-west a x i s , n o t  north- south . W i tch scratch i ng w a s  not curs i ng but 
scratch ing or p r i ck i ng . Peopl e who had served under the Dev i l 
supposed l y  d i d  not bleed i f  certa i n  parts were pr icked . Shy lock - " I f 
you p r i ck us , do we no� b l eed ? "  J�ws , s<? peop le once 

.
t�ought , served 

the Devi l a nd were his I nstruments In hav i ng Jesus cruc i f i ed .  I t  wa s on 
thi s  account that they were pe r i od i ca l l y  persecuted . WILLIAM SAXTON 
Taunton Somerset 

Ed itor ' s  Note : Boscast l e  W i tchcraft Museum has an o r i g i n a l  chu rch 
wi tch-pr i c k i ng pin compl ete w i th pu r p l e  ve l vet cush i on . I t  is bra ss a nd 
about 9 "  l ong . Ow . 

Tom Greeves sent W i sht Maen a copy of h i s  artic l e  on THE TINNER ' s 
RABBITS - CHAS I NG HARES? that a ppeared i n  The Da rtmoor Maga z i ne No 2 5 , 
w i nter 1 9 9 1 , cont a i n i ng i n f orma t i on that W i sht Maen readers wou l d  be 
i nterested i n ,  name l y  that the rabbits are more than l i ke l y  meant to be 
hares , who appear prom i ne n t l y  i n  Da rtmoor f o l k l ore and are o f t e n  
assoc i ated with wi tchcra f t . T h e  h a r e  appears in many cu l tures of t h e  
wor l d  a s  a sacred or mag i c  creature . Other churches conta in ing the 
symbo l a s  a roof boss are I ddes l e i gh , Throw l e i gh ,  I l s i ngton , Bri d ford 
and Broadc lyst -show i ng a f a r  wi der d i str ibut ion than just Dartmoor .  
some o f  these pa r i shes are not s tron g l y  assoc i ated w i th t i nwork i ng and 
Greeves makes the po int that th i s  symbo l i s  not found i n  Cornwa l l , a 
far more i mportant t i nwork i ng a rea . The cathedral wi ndow tr i p l e  
rabbit/hare symbo l found i n  Paderborn , Westpha l i a , Germany has a 
tenuous l i nk w i th Devon . I n  the e i ghth century a bi shop was consecra ted 
there by St Bon i f ace o f  Cred iton , the famous exti rpator o f  paga n tree 
worsh i p . Cred i ton i s  an area f u l l o f  the resonances o f  Nymets ( sacred 
groves ) ,  Green Men and the pos s i b l e  l ong surv i va l  o f  pagan be l i ef ( s ee 
arti c l e  SACRED BUS JOURNEY t h i s  i ssue and Hugh Frankl i n ' s  S I GNPOSTS IN 
NYMETLAND I ssue 2 ) . I t  may be s i gn i f i cant that in e i ght o f  the Devon 
i nstances , the t r i p l e-hare roo f boss i mmed iate l y  ad j o i n s  a boss show i ng 
a Green Man or " fo l i at e "  head ( I dde s l e i gh , two at Sampford Courtenay , 
South Tawton , Spreyton , Throw l e igh , North Bovey , W i decombe ) .  I f  the 
Green Man represents ma l e  potency and natura l regenerat ion , i t  wou ld be 
pos s i b l e  that hares , assoc i ated w i th the Moon in mytho l ogy , stand f o r  
fema l e  sexua l i ty a nd ferti l i ty . I n  part icu l a r , the space between the 
joi ned ears may we l l  represent the pubic t r i ang l e .  A l terna t i vely , i f  
the Green Man represents a n  earth-bound pa s s i on , perhaps the hares 
represent spi r i tua l love . 

Dea r  Edi tor 

Jere�y Harte po i nts out in his a rt i c l e  on the Ti nner ' s  Rabb i ts that the 
carvi ngs a re a l l  found on roof bosses dat i ng f rom the 1 5th Century and 
that i t  i s  usua l l y agreed that the rabb i t  was i ntroduced ( or poss i b l y  
re- in troduced a s  I have prev ious l y  come across references to an ear l i e r  
and u l ti matel y  unsuccess f u l  i ntroduction b y  the Romans ) from the 
continent i n  the 1 2 th century . A l though orig i na l l y a j e a l ousl y-guarded 
year-round food suppl y , it is h i g h l y  un l i ke l y  that the rabbit had not 
made a bid for f reedom and was l iv i ng wi l d  by the t ime that the 
carvi ngs were made . I n  other words , by the 1 5th century we can sa f e l y 
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as sume that the rabb i t  was a fami l i ar bea st to the ca rver , a l though i n  
the yea rs immed i ate l y  fol low i ng i ts i ntroduc t i on few common peopl e  
other than warreners wou l d  ever have seen one . 

Th i s  cou ld not have been the case , however , w i th the f amous dog ' n ' bunny 
carv i ng to be found on o l d  K i l peck church some 6/7 mi l es SW o f  
Hereford . The church a nd i ts carv1 ngs have been re l i ably dated to 
between 1 1 3 0 and 1 1 4 0 , w i th some suggestions put t i ng them a good decade 
ear l i er than t h i s ; i f  the rabb i t  were i ntroduced to t h i s  country in the 
1 2th century it is un l i ke l y  that it is a rabb i t  wh ich is featured on 
th i s  carved corbe l e i ther because i t  i s  pos s i b l e  that the carv i ng 
predates its i ntroduc t i on or because the rabbi t ,  havi ng been so 
i ntroduced , was highly u n l i ke l y  to be read i l y f am i l i ar to a l oca l 
stonemason . For my own part , there f ore , I regard K i l peck ' s  ' bunny ' as a 
hare . 

Jeremy a l so q u i te r i ght l y  po i nts to the other d i f f i cu l ty i n  th i s  case 
- i e . that there i s  no identi f i able f o l k l ore concer n i ng the rabb i t  
earl i e r  than its l a te med i eva l a n d  subsequent connect ion w i t h  ferti l i ty 
and sexua l proc l i v i t i es . Th i s  is f a r  from the case with the hare 
however . Myths conce r n i ng the sacredness o f  the hare occur wor ldwide 
- f rom the moon-ga z i ng hares to the hare- i n - the-moon , from the hare as 
the shape-changed w i tch to the hare a s  the beast of omen and 
d i v i nation . So what was the carver t h i nk i ng o f  if he did i ndeed carve 
three rabbits? 

I t  seems to me that we are l oo k i ng at one o f  a handful o f  possibl e 
expl anat ions : f i rs t l y  that we have a ref erence to a lost f o l k  
assoc i a t i on or be l i e f  wh i ch w a s  mean i ng f u l  t o  the ca rver a nd t o  h i s  
aud�ence but wh i ch i s  l o s t  on us ; second l y  that t h e  design w a s  the 
adml.tted l y  e l aborate tradema rk o f  the cra ftsman who oversaw the carv i ng 
of the roof ( not un l i ke the ha rvest mouse carved by " Houseman" or 
" M<;ms i e "  Thompson 

.
i n  York�h i re on a l l  o f  h i s  pi eces of furniture ) , 

w� 1 ch must be cons 1 dered g 1 ven that these carv i ngs are found o n l y  i n  a 
s 1 ngl e , sma l l , part o f  the country and dating f rom a per i od wh i ch cou l d  
eas i l y  be covered by one man ' s  l i f et i me ; th i rd l y  that i t  was the 
hera ldic emb l em of a l oc a l  fami l y , perhaps f a i r l y  mi nor in the grand 
scheme o f  med i eva l s oc i ety but one wh ich endowed l oca l churches and 
sponsored churchbu i l d i ng and whose generos i ty was theref ore 
commemorated by the ca rver ( enqu i r i es at the Col l ege of Hera lds i n  
London mi ght be use f u l  o n  th i s  one ) ; and fourth l y  that they are not 
rabbits a f ter a l l  but ha res . 

Wh i l e I am aware that there i s  not a l ways compl ete agreement betwee n  
earth mysteri es bu f f s and pagans on t h e  s i gn i f i cance a n d  i nterpretat ion 
o f  many s i tes and phenomena , I th i nk i t  i s  worth po i nt i ng out that i n  
pagan lore the hare has trad i t i o na l ly been a s soci ated w i th a number o f  
Goddesses - notabl y Andraste , t o  whom , Caesar wri tes , Boud icca r e l eased 
� hare as . a f orm

. 
of d i v i na t i o n  j ust be f ore her rebe l l ion .  My 

1 nt7rpretat1 �n �f K l. � peck ' s  ' bunny ' a s  a h a re is perhaps strengthened 
by 1 ts assoc 1 at 1 on w 1 th a dog , or rather a hound ; wh i l e the hare has 
been wide l y  a ssoc i a ted w i th a f ema l e  sacred power throughout many 
European c u l tures , the hound is equa l ly ass oc i ated w i th the ma l e  power 
- the God as Lord of the W i l d  Hunt - Herne the Hunter , Gwyn ap Nudd ; 
thus the two powers , ma l e  and f ema l e , are seen s ide by s i de and equa l . 
ROWAN Reddi tch Worcestershire 
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Dear Ed i tor 

chery l  stra f fon ' s comments on my l etter in Wi sht Maen 3 are 

thought-provok i ng and , up to a po i nt , I wou ld agree with her app�oach . 

I thi nk it is far better to approach stone c i rc l es through stor 1 es of 

petr i f i ed dancers and moon-ma idens than to regard them as so many lumps 

of rock on waste ground . We need f o l k l ore , l i ke poetry and artwork , to 

l i berate the i magi nation and I be l i eve that imag i na t i on can be an 

ob j ect i ve supernatura l f orce . So yes , us i ng modern l egends for " a  

probabl e i n s i ght " i nto the past i s  OK . But t o  s a y  that f o l k l ore - or 

poetry or artwork is based on actua l facts needs a lot more 

j ust i f i cation , wh ich must be prov ided case by case . I wou ld not , for 

i nstance , accept that " the gods o f  the old re l i g ion become the dev i l s  

of the new " wi thout i temi sed l i sts o f  gods and devi l s . I f  Che ry l 

stra f fon wants to convince me that med i aeva l dev i l s  are descended from 

Cel tic horned gods , she wi l l  have to produce someth i ng to cover the gap 

i n  trad i t ion between the l a st Roman scu l pture i n  4 0 0  and the f i rst 

horned Satan i n  1 2 0 0 ; e i ght centuries i s  a long per iod with no 

evidence . Sure l y  the genera l dr i ft o f  f o l k l ore stud ies has been away 

from a f ac i l e assumpt ion of cont inuity , prec i s e l y  because research i nto 

individual trad i t i ons has f a i l ed repeated l y  to support genera l not ions 

about survival . 

I thi nk we must be wary i n  hand l i ng sources . For i nstance , I cannot 

f i nd any c l a s s i c a l  re ference to hares as a sacr i f ice to Andraste or to 

Boudicca 's moon-hare banners : perhaps these are e l aborations on the 

passage of Dio Cas s i us wh i ch I menti oned in my l etter? I rather think 

that Stra f fon ' s  ment i on o f  cave pa i nt i ngs wh i ch show n i ne women dancers 

may be derived from the rock art at Cogul described in The Wh i te 
Goddess p 3 9 9 . I f  so , i t  shows the i mportance of check i ng back to 
primary evidence : f or th i s  pa i n t i ng , wh ich Robert Graves i nterprets i n  

h i s  usu a l  f antast ica l way , s imp l y  shows a group of women with ch i l dren 

chatt i ng by a catt l e  compound . 

Frank l y , I think that any case for cont i nu i ty must be bu i l t  upon a 
chronological ser ies of primary evidence and not on " the unde r l y i ng 
meaning beh i nd the l egends themselves " .  Mean i ng is someth i ng added to 
narrat ives by story-te l l ers , l i ke cooks with Parmesan , and cannot be 
used to support a theory about the o r i g i n a l  i ngred i ents . In the Middle 
Ages dragon l egends were about l and r i ghts . To the V i ctor i ans they were 
about good and ev i l . To the readers o f  The Dragon Chron i c l e  they are 
about man ' s  rape of his envi ronment . Same old stor i es . I sti l l  th i nk 
that the d i scovery of neo-pagan mean i ngs i n  loca l l egends tel l s  us much 
more about 1 9 9 5  AD than 2 0 0 0  BC . Al l the best . JEREMY HARTE Ewel l  
Surrey 

Dear W i sht Maen 

On read i ng the LETTERS page in I s sue 2 and the notes about the 
, psychometr i st I r i s  Campbe l l , I enc l ose the fol lowing quote from 

psychometr i s t  Ol i ve c B P i x l ey ' s  book THE TRA I L  ( menti oned in John 
Miche l l ' s  NEW V I EW OVER ATLANT I S ) dated 1 9 3 4 . She wrote in an 
antiquated manner and d i dn ' t  go i nto deta i l , wa s obsessed by God the 
Father , Chr i st the Perfect Being , Light Light and more Light , but I 
thought youjyour readers mi ght f i nd it of i nterest : -
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" "  . . .  to me it seems quite outs ide the capac i t ies of archi tects or 
archaeo log i s ts to specu l a te on that construction ( Stonehenge ) unt i l we 
know why it was neces sary to bu i ld it at a l l . They d i d  not e rect 
bu i l d i ngs in those days for the protec t i on o f  the race aga inst the 
e l ements , as men do now ; houses to keep out the w i nd , ra i n  and c o l d ; 
a nd for our a n i ma l s , stabl es and f a rm bu i ld i ngs . In those days , a eons 
be fore the Chr i s t i a n  era , they bu i l t  to co-operate w i th the element s . 
They not on l y  worsh i pped the L i ght , but they knew how to draw the rays 
of the Sun i nto the i r  very be i ng . They d i d  not just worsh i p  with the i r  
m i nds . The i r  r i tua l i n c l uded the knowl edge o f  how t o  draw i nto the i r  
bod i es the crea t i ve energy o f  t h e  Sun Force . I came across the s ame 
t h i ng in Devonsh i re ; at a p l ace ca l l ed Drewsteignton , the rema i n s  of 
one o f  the most wonde r f u l  centres of I n i t i at i on i n  the West . So l i t t l e  
o f  i t  i s  l e f t , but t h a t  l i ttle i s  a l i ve ,  a v i t a l  record o f  a wonder f u l  
p a s t  race who l i ved , l oved a n d  l earnt t h e  Myster ies o f  l i fe w i th a n  
energy a n d  pas s i onate v i ta l i ty o f  wh ich I c a n  g i ve y o u  on l y  the 
f a i ntest idea . The i r  rel i g ion was not remote , the worsh i p  of a g l ow i ng 
d i sk , so far from the earth , so i nacces s i bl e to huma n i ty . They knew 
the i r  God . Those of you who know Dartmoor know we l l  the mu l t i tude of 
stone C i r c l es scattered a l l  over the Moor . I was taken to one that gave 
me the key . ( She doesn ' t  say wh i ch one ! ! )  I t  had never remot e l y  entered 
my m i nd be f ore that there cou l d  be any scheme of construct ion that 
u n i ted them . Here I got a picture o f  a l i tt l e  stone templ e  bu i l t  in 
the shape of a star - a s pec i a l  star - and the templ e  wou ld on l y  be 
used when that star was at its z e n i th . ( Ta l l i es with the d i scover i es 
made i n  the recent OR ION MYSTERY of the Pyram i ds ? ) It was not used j ust 
to worsh i p  i ts bri ghtness , but was a l i t t l e  stor i ng house of ste l l ar 
f orce . It came through to me so strong l y  that the heaven l y  bodies , the 
pl anets , the va r i ous conste l l at i ons , and even the comets , were 
reproduced in stone on Dartmoor , Sa l i sbury P l a i n , and poss ibly other 
open p l aces where I have not been . The i n f l uence o f  i nd i v i du a l  stars on 
phys i ca l  cond i t ions was a sc i ence i n  those days , a d i v i ne Mystery i nto 
wh ich pri ests were i n i t i a ted . The pl ace of I n i t i at i on in the West was 
Drewste ignton ; a vast , a marve l l ous , Un i vers i ty , where the Mysteries of 
the l aws of l i f e were taught and l ived . ( Th i s  is concurrent with the 
theory o f  the ant iqua r i an wr i ters , that the name der i ves f rom " Dr u i ds 
Town On The Te ign " ; a theory much deri ded by l ater authors o f  course ) .  
There was a co-ord i nat i on o f  sound s i gna l s  and worsh i p  a l l  over the 
moors and p l a i ns . I tapped one rece i v i ng sta t i on , but it was a c o l d , 
wet , day , and i t  seemed so comp l i cated that I d i d  not go f u l l y  i nto i t .  
There was someth i ng m i s s i ng ; but the sound seemed t o  come i n  o n  a 
s p i ra l , and go h i s s i ng up i n  a rocket-shaped sound . I th i nk that the 
shapes that sounds make on the a i r  were known and explo i ted in the 
Stone Age . . . .  1 1  page 30 & 3 1  THE TRA I L  - LECTURES ON THE TECHN IQUE OF 
REVELATION Ol i ve C B P i x l ey . Stan l ey Drew , Black Dog ,  Devon . 

Dear Ed i tor 

W i th reference to the a rt i c l e  by Hugh Frank l i n  on Spinster ' s  Rock 
( I ssue 3 )  . Guy Underwood dowsed Spi nster ' s  Rock and h i s  f i nd i ngs a re 
shown on page 9 3  of "The Pattern o f  The Past " . He dowsed two di f f e r ent 
geodet i c  l i nes go i ng from the do l men to some " node stones" by the hedge 
to the ssw . 

I cannot make Guy Underwood ' s  map match up wi th the Ma j or Ty l er map you 
publ i shed . One of them must have got at least the north s ign in the 
wrong d i rection . Are the " node stones" - about 1 6 0 ft f rom the do l men 
accord i ng to Guy Underwood ' s map sti l l  there? Do they mark any 
i nteres t i ng astronomica l events? - e i ther f rom the do l men or other 
s i te s ?  Hugh Frank l i n  ment ions a mag i c a l  spr ing . Underwood c l a imed that 
dol mens " ma rk b l i nd spri ngs o f  except i ona l i mportance , but presumably 
w i th some sanct i ty a r i s i ng f rom an add i t ional f eature not yet 
recogn i z ed and ident i f i ed . "  H i s  p l an shows that he dowsed a b l i nd 
spr i ng under Spinster ' s  Rock . ANDY NORFOLK Camborne Cornwa l l  
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GARLANDS OF FANTASY The Art of L i nda & Roger G a r l a nd ; Text by N i g e l  
suckl i ng . ( Paper T i ger , Dragon ' s  Wor l d  Ltd 1 9 9 4  £ 1 2 . 9 5 . ) 
Most peopl e  i nto f o l k l ore , l egend and goddess art wi l l  be f ami l i ar w i th 
the work of the above artists . Th i s  book conta ins many of the i r  
creat ions , w h i c h  are j ewe l - l i ke , pre-Rapha e l i te i ns p i red , l ush and 
imaginat i ve . Roge r ' s  series of M i dd l e  Earth i l l ustra t i ons are i nc l uded 
and espec ia l ly noteworthy a re the pa i n t i ngs by L i nda on themes such as 
moonjcornjvegetat i on goddes ses , and Brigit , Demeter , C i rce , Se l ene , 
sirens , a nd pa i n t i ngs on the theme of the tr i p l e  goddess a nd the phases 
of woman . A l so i n c l uded are the ser i e s  o f  pa i n t i ngs "Crysta l s "  with the 
rul i ng p l anet and angel symbo l i sm ,  " E l ements " ,  " Rul i ng P l anets " , 
" Season s "  and f antasy l andscape/creatures , i nc l ud i ng the i r  comm i ss ions 
for book covers , c a l endars , adverts and pr i vate works . The Arthurian 
pa int i ngs i nc l uded are " Gates o f  Ava l on " , "Me r l i n " , "Gui nevere " and 
"The Lady of Sha l ott " , wh i ch g l ow w i th an i ntens i ty s i m i l a r  to that of 
John W i l l i am Waterhouse . Most powe r f u l  ( to me ) are " Ce l t i c  Twi l ight" , 
featuring Lanyon Quo i t  i n  Cornwa l l ; " Uath - She Of The Wh i te Track " , 
which f eatures St Nectans G l en , c l out i es i n  a tree and the May Hare ; 
and "Corn i sh Legends " f eatur i ng merma i ds , St M i chae ls Mount and the 
l egend of the w i tch ' s  f une r a l  that shows the pa l l bearers f l ee i ng f rom 
the hare that kept l ea p i ng f rom the cof f i n . The " Wh i te Lad y "  of Lyd f ord 
Gorge i n  Devon i s  a l so depi cted but the text says " L i f ton Fa l l s " . The 
artists ' thorough knowl edge of f o l k l ore , l egend and mytho l ogy i s  
evident a nd t h e  artwork thorough l y  absorbing , s t i rr i ng a n d  a j oy t o  get 
lost i n  t i me and t i me aga i n . 
The Garl ands ' Lake s i de Ga l l ery i s  on the A3 8 8  Launceston - Ca l l i ngton 
road , Lez ant , Launceston , Cornwa l l , PL1 5  9NW a nd is open 1 0 - 5pm every 
day except Sunday . Work on s a l e  i n c l udes cards , p r i nts , l imi ted ed i t i on 
pr ints and some �r i g i na l s . 

PULP !  ( £ 2 . 50 Limi ted Edi t ion ) by COMMON GROUND 4 5  She l ton Street 
London WC 2H 9HJ . 
A hefty newspaper jmaga z i ne on Trees , Woods and The Green Man . Many 
art i c les on the eco l og i c a l  i nd i spensabi l i ty o f  trees , tree a s  symbo l , 
tree i n  myth etc . W i l l i am Anderson wri tes on The Green Man and Tom 
Greeves wr ites on Woodhenge Echoes , f ocus s i ng on Bow Henge and the 
sacred grove of the Nymets . 

COMMON GROUND i s  a cha r i ty wor k i ng to conserve nature , l a ndscape and 
p lace , and mounts tour i ng exh i b i t ions and events to i ncrease peopl e ' s  
awareness o f  the cu l tura l and spi r i tu a l  importance o f  the i r  l oca l i ty 
and i ts d i st i nc t i veness . Pro j ects include Par i sh Maps , where l oca l 
peopl e  devise as a commun i ty a map of thei r  l oca l i ty and i ts i mportant 
features ; the rev i va l  o f  Tree Dress i ng Day on the f i rst weekend in 
December ; App l e  Day on October 2 1 s t  and a campa ign to save old 
orchards ; and New M i l estones , a scheme whi ch encourages commun i t i es or 
l andho l ders to comm i s s i on cra f tspeople and scul ptors to create a 
scul pture express i ng what the l oca l ity means to them i n  an i maginat i ve 
and acce s s i b l e  way . Peter Randa l l - Page created Gra n i te Song wh i ch s i ts 
on a r iverbank on Dartmoor . Var i ous pub l i ca t i ons are ava i l able 
inc l ud i ng books , pamph l ets , postcards , posters , maps , newspapers , 
s l ides , envelope re-use l abe l s  etc . They have a good range o f  
books/cards of t h e  work o f  nature col l aborator-art i st Andy Go l dsworthy , 
whose work i s  i nc l uded i n  many of the i r  pro j ects . Send an SAE f or 
deta i l s .  

-27-



A GUIDE TO BRITAIN ' S  PAGAN HERITAGE by David C l arke ( Robert Ha l e  £ 9 . 9 9 )  
"Orga n i z i ng Br i ta i n  and I re l and i nto seven d i f ferent h i stor i c a l  
regi ons , th i s  book takes t h e  reader on a mystery tour through f i fty 
l i tt l e-known pl aces to v i s i t  where the mag i c  of the O l d  Re l i g i on 
surv ives" says the publ i c i ty accompany i ng th i s  book . I wou ldn ' t  say 
that pl aces l i ke Avebury , S i l bury H i l l ,  Bath , Wookey Ho l e  a nd Ca l l a n i sh 
are " l i ttl e-known " but I suspect that the author ( a  W i sht Maen 
ex- subscr i ber ! )  did not wr i te the pub l i c ity bl urb . Qui te a 
we l l -researched gu ide though and we are acknowl edged i n  the references 
at the back for deta i l s on Wi stmans Wood wh ich i s  i nc l uded in the 
chapter on South West Eng l a nd , as is Cra z ywe l l  Poo l ( mi staken l y  ca l l ed 
" C l akeywe l l "  here ) , and the Holne and Buck l and- i n-the-Moor Ram Feasts . 
The Cornwa l l  bit is Madron We l l  and the Padstow Obby Oss celebrat i ons . 

THE EARTH MYSTERI ES GUI DE TO MID CORNWALL AND THE LI ZARD by Cheryl 
Stra f fon ( £ 3 . 3 0 Meyn Mamvro Pub l i cations 5 1  earn Bosavern st Just 
Penz ance Cornwa l l  TR1 9  7QX ) 
A comprehens i ve gu ide to the mega l i th i c  s i tes , we l l s , crosses , 
i nscr i bed stones , a l i gnments , l ey paths and anoma l ous energ ies of t h i s  
l a ndscape , inc l ud i ng K i t  H i l l  a n d  Rame Head , with O S  references . As 
w i th the other EM gu ides in th i s  ser i es , it is highly recommended , very 
thorough and good va l ue . 

THE SUN AND THE SERPENT - An Investigation Into Earth Energies 
by Pau l  Broadhurst and Ham i sh Mi l l er ( £ 1 2 . 9 5 f rom Pendragon Press p o 
Box 8 8 8  Launceston Cornwa l l  PL1 5  7YH ) 
Re- i ssue with sect ion of 8 colour photographs and some updated text . 
I ' ve never understood why some EM researchers are so scath i ng of th i s  
book , wh ich has done more t o  awaken i nterest i n  the concept of 
p i lgr i mage and communion w i th the l and and Earth Spi r i t  than severa l 
others . Many anci ent p l aces , once neg l ected and forgotten , are aga i n  
attracting pi lgr ims and v i s i tors i ntent o n  connect i ng w i th ancient 
paths , due to th i s  book . S i nce i t  was f i rst publ i shed i n  1 9 8 9 , a huge 
amount of correspondence w i th the authors f rom around the worl d  has 
been forthcom i ng . The authors are now work i ng on the i r  d i ary f o l l ow i ng 
the European St Michael L i ne , wh i ch has i ts solar and l unar components 
in exact l y  the same way as its Eng l i sh counterpart ( dubbed "Apo l l o "  and 
" Athena " ,  to d i f ferent i ate f rom " M i chae l " and " Mary " ) .  I con s i der t h i s  
book to b e  of paramount importance to r e a d  i f  you a r e  at a l l  i nterested 
in the s i tes of the South West , as is Broadhurst ' s  other book SECRET 
SHRI NES , wh ich i s  about the anc i ent ho l y  wel l s  of Cornwa l l  and much 
e l se bes i des . 

TINTAGEL AND THE ARTHURIAN MYTHOS by Paul Broadhurst ( £ 1 6 . 9 5 plus £ 1 . 5 0 
postage f rom Pendragon Press , P 0 Box 8 8 8 , Launceston , Cornwa l l ,  PL1 5  
7YH ) 

Th i s  i s  the book I cou l d  never a f ford when it was out as a col l ector ' s  
ed i t ion ( l eather-bound gold embossed £ 3 5 ! ) but ! - i t  i s  now out i n  
softback . Paul Broadhurst wrote a resume o f  th i s  book , ca l l ed "Ti ntagel 
and the Mystery of D i vi ne K i ngsh i p "  as an art i c l e  for W i sht Maen I ssue 
3 .  Th i s  i s  a magn i f i cent work w i th ful l page colour photographs and i s  
profuse l y  i l l ustrated w i th photographs , l i ne drawi ngs , engravi ngs and 
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maps . It trave l s  back through the ages , beyond the med ieva l romances , 
to the rea l i ty beh i nd them , origina l l y drawn from Ce l t i c  and ea rl ier 
Mystery W i sdom . I t  unlocks the understandi ng of why Ti ntage l wa s a 
sacred p l ace i n  ear l y  t imes , and why it pers i sts i n  popu l a r  mytho logy 
as the b i rthplace of Arthur . These di scove r i es demonstrate an anc ient 
knowl edge of the natur a l  energ ies of the Earth and Sun , and the i r  
s i gn i f icance i n  t h e  evo lut i on of human consci ousness . Th i s  is not 
s impl y  a book about T i ntage l , but a way of understand i ng the power 
behi nd s o l a r  mythol ogy and the l iv i ng Earth . The Arthu r i a n  mythos i s  a 
nat i ve mystery wi sdom of und i m i n i shed power , a map i nto the recesses of 
the human spi r i t  and its connections with the earth l y  and c e l est i a l  
envi ronment . Broadhursts ' sty l e  i s  i n  the trad i t ion of l y r i c a l  and 
l i ngui s t i c  arti stry attr i buted to the bards of anci ent t i mes . There i s  
a deta i l ed study of the l a ndscape of Bodm i n  Moor a n d  Stowes Hi l l ; the 
stra i ght Brentor road in Devon , when pro j ected to the south-west , l eads 
to Stowes H i l l  - an i mportant preh i stor i c  centre . There are l i nks w i th 
Tintagel and Plymouth a l ong the m i dwi nter sol stice sunr i s e  a l i gnment 
and anci ent s i tes around and a l ong them in Devon and Cornwa l l .  
Broadhurst a lways uses l oc a l  pr i nters too . I n  these days of publ i shers 
sendi ng work abroad to be pr i nted by cheaper Spa n i sh and I ta l i a n  f i rms 
it is re f resh i ng to see l oc a l  f i rms be i ng used and doing excel lent 
j obs . 

DEVON ' S  SACRED GROVE Ange l a  Bl aen West Country Fo l k l ore No 1 7  Toucan 
Press , Rue des Monts , De l a ncey Park , St Sampson , Guernsey Cl . 1 9 8 3 . 
I SBN 0 8 5 6 9 4 2 7 5 8  £ 1  
I d i s covered th i s  on sa l e  i n  Credi ton par i s h  church o f  the Hol y  Cross 
but have never come across th i s  "West Country Fo l k l ore ser i e s "  be fore 
in any bookshop of bibl iography . I t  is a very i nteres t i ng and deta i l ed 
bookl et on the Nymet area , i ts p l acename h i story , chape l s  and f o l k l ore , 
with photographs of the symbo l s  that were carved on e i ther s i de of the 
doorway of St Mart ins Chape l , Broadnymet ( now dere l i ct )  and wh ich have 
now been p l astered over by the f a rmer who owns i t . Good i nten t i ons I ' m 
sure , but what a damn shame . 

THE MYSTERY OF MICHAEL Or Ange l a  B l aen West Country Fo l k l ore No 2 0  
Toucan Press Guernsey ( address as above ) 1 9 8 7 . I SBN 0 8 5 6 9 4 3 9 0 8  £ 1  
Aga i n  bought i n  Credi ton church , th i s  book l et exami nes t h e  Br i t i sh 
concept of St Michae l and answers some quest i ons r a i sed by the 
trad i t i ons , depictions and customs concern i ng him , part i cu l ar l y  by 
re l a t i ng Mi chae l f i rst to Manannan Mac Ler , a Ce l t i c  deity , and to st 
George . 

TOUCAN PRESS publ i sh other t i t l es i n  the WESTCOUNTRY FOLKLORE ser i es . 
Send an SAE for a l i st . Severa l wi l l  be rev i ewed i n  the next WI SHT MAEN 
whenever that may be ! 

WALKING THE STORIES AND LEGENDS OF DARTMOOR by M i chael Benn i e . 
( Peninsula Press 1 9 9 5  £ 5 . 9 9 )  
A co l l ection of 2 0  wa l ks rang i ng f rom short , easy stro l l s  to more 
cha l leng i ng h i kes , tak i ng in s i tes and the stor i es beh i nd them . Use ful 
maps , wr i tten d i rections , park i ng i n format ion , l ength of wa l k  and 
degree of d i f f iculty ( i . e .  suitabi l i ty for grann i es andjor toddl ers ) .  
As we l l  as the we l l -known and done-to-death s i tes and stor i es 
( Bowermans Nose , Ch i lde ' s  Tomb ) there are some l i ttl e-known ones , l i ke 
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the Kiss-In-The-Ring stone circle on Stall Moor , The Gubbins outlaw 
family who lived in Lydford Gorge , and the Phantom Pigs of Merripit 
Hi ll. The author also includes the "Faithless Wives and Fickle Maidens" 
legend supposedly attached to Scorhill ci rcle and the Tolmen , about 
whi ch there was some argument in previous Wi sht Maens. 

WITCH AMONGST US by Lois Bourne (Robert Hale £ 6 .99 1995) 
Thi s is the autobiography of a witch and is very readable albeit 
frustrating because the author never does really tell you 

'
anything 

j uicy - as with all true circles of the Craft , lips are as tightly 
s ealed as the proverbi al camels' bottom,  but there are some i nteresting 
anecdotes. Not the sort of stuff I normally get for review but i f  it's 
free I'm not complaining. 

Also recommended : 

THE MEGALITH I C  ODYSSEY - A Search For The Master Bui lders of the Bodmin 
Moor Astronomical Complex of Stone C ircles and Giant Ca i rns 
Christian O'Brien Turnstone Press Lt d Wellingborough Northants 1983 
ISBN 085 5 001887 (Out of print apparently but available through the 
Library book ordering service - well worth a read). 

THE DRUIDS Peter Berresford-Ellis Constable & Co London 1994 £16.95 

THE CELTIC DRUIDS YEAR - SEASONAL CYCLES OF THE ANCIENT CELTS John King 
Blandford London 1994 £15 .99. This one is very hi ghly recommended. 

AND SHALL THESE MUTE STONES SPEAK? - POST-ROMAN INSCRIPTIONS IN WESTERN 
BRITAIN Charles Thomas Uni versity of Wales Press 1994 £ 35 .00. I agree 
with Cheryl Straffon's review of this book , I found i t  rather stuffy 
and far too technically detailed, although a very valuable addition to 
the EM researcher's bookshelf (if one could afford it ... ) 

MAGAZlN£ R£V1£WS 
MEYN MAMVRO No 26 includes an arti cle by Kri s Bond on t he Men-an-Tol 
and its astronomical orientati ons, its archi tectural affi niti es with 
Little Hound Tor ci rcle on Dartmoor and the Merry Maidens in Penwith,  
Cornwall. He says i t  i s  noti ceable t hat t hese ci rcles , along with 
Boscawen-un , all have possible entrances , as may the Men an Tol; and 
t hat all three rings are orientated on the maj or southern moonri se . 
THE MOON-AN-TOL by Kri s Bond , Meyn Mamvro 26 £ 1.70 Address i n  exchange 
magazines on back cover. MEYN MAMVRO No 27 has also come out and i s  a 
corker! Mary Coombs has an arti cle on Mt Edgecumbe , there i s  a 
fascinating study of landscape patterns around The Lizard , St Mabyn and 
The Sci lly Isles and Andy Norfolk on "Bride's Bed Revi sit ed " .  
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M£RCIAN MYSTERIES No 23 includes among many other excell ent res earches 
an article by Jeremy Harte entitled THE POWER OF LONELY PLACES , 
examining moot/meeting places in the wilderness. Included is Crockern 
Tor, the meeting place of the Devon tinners stannaries. Don't be put 
off by the title of thi s magazine , it doesn't cover only Merci a in the 
way we cover Devon. Bob Trubshaw writes some of the most innovative and 
thoro�ghly researched stuff. ar�und in Earth Mysteries at present 
cover1ng all aspects of th1s f1eld of study. His biblographies are 
fascinati ng in themselves! MERCIAN MYSTERIES £ 2.00 Address in 
Exchange Listings. Issue 24 is out now. N B : Re i s s ued a s  AT THE  E DGE . 

3rd STONE No 20 is a revised and expanded Gloucestershire Earth 
Mysteri es (GEM). They now cover national EM studies as well as keeping 
a GlosjCotswolds bent. Articles include Jeremy Harte (he gets around) 
on Pixy Leading/Pi xilated with some references to Devon 
i ncidents/legends. Also Turin Shroud & Leona rdo, alignments & the 
sacred landscape , Stanton Drew and excellent news/reviews page. Address 
i n  Exchange Listings. 

NORTH� EAR� No 61 £1.30 Long established a nd expertly produced A5 
magaz1ne. Th1s one features St George , Druids & stone circles as well 
as local (that is Northern) articles of interest. Another one that has 
�n excel�ent and �ide-ranging News & Ephemera page covering 
1nternat1onal EM subJ ects. Address in Exchange Listings. 

THE DRAGON CHRONICLE No 5 £1.5 0 features a short a rticle on Cadbury 
Castle ! Devon by Anna Clarke whose Dragon Hatchling design , which first 
embell1 shed a page of WM3, appears on every page in this issue. A study 
of Cadbury Castle and legends will appear in the next WISHT MAEN (all 
together now - "whenever that may be!") 

FORTRAN . TIMES No 80 £ 2  is essential reading for anyone - there is a 
battle 1n our house every two months to get to it first. Hilariously 
funny, i t  chronicles strange phenomena and events around the world from 
al��n

.
big cats,  �rop circles , UFOs, strange deaths ,  strange 

co1nc1 dences , haunt1ngs , ,  SHC and WSH , bi zarre , peculiar and weird 
stuff �f al � natures . . Excellent writers with blinding humour -one of my 
favour1tes 1s the rev1ew of James Redfields' much-publicised book THE 
CELE�TINE PROPHECY , much beloved of New Age handmade-shoe wearers 
(h�V1n<! a go a� Tot

.
nes agai n .. ). It goes "Apparently selling in 

ep1dem1 c p�opor�1ons 1n the US, this is an indi gestible mess of vapid 
New Age w1tter1ngs served up as a badly-written adventure novel. 
Cardboard . ch�ract�rs spout pages of simplistic phi losophy , then get 
s�ot ; Avo1d 1

.
t l1ke the plague" .  Brilli ant! I 'm relieved WISHT MAEN 

d1dn t get. qu1te t he same t reatment when reviewed in FT75 .... Address in 
Exchange L1 sti ngs. 

P�RAGON �o. XXIV/4 Winter 1994 features Anna Clarke's "Arthurian Tree" 
p1 cture or1g1nally drawn for Paul Broadhursts' arti cle "Ti ntagel and 
the Arthur� an !"fYthos" from Wisht Maen 3. It's worth seeing it here as 

• Pendragons pr1nters have done a consi derably better j ob than mine on 
Anna's a:t�ork. So i mp:essed by her work were the Editors that they set 
� compet1 �1 on for t�e1� readers to compose a story i nspired by the 
1 l l�strat1on . The w1 nn1ng entry is printed i n  PENDRAGON No. XXV/ I 
Spr1ng 1995. Address i n  Exchange Li sti ngs. 
NB � �nna Clarke has redrawn the "Arthurian Tree" in colour on a limited 
ed�t1on A2 poster, now entitled "Grail of the Heart". Instead of the 
s�1elds of the knights there i s  a scene from the life of Arthur. I 
W1sh I could reprint it here i n  colour; it is sta ggeringly bea ut i ful 
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and the 
. 

deta i l , knowl edge and understand i ng of the Mythos i s  
outstand 1 ng . T o  order pl ease send £ 4  ( i ncl . p+p ) payabl e  t o  Anna C l arke 
to F l at 8 ,  Ryan Court , Station Road , Okehampton , Devon , EX20 l ED . 

CELTIC CONNECTIONS f eatures an art i c l e  ent i t l ed CELTIC CARVINGS - A 
CELT I C  HEAD FROM EXMOOR by Je f f rey Samue l . He found a carved head i n  
h i s  f arml and and took i t  t o  Taunton Museum , who s a i d  that i t  "was 
probably carved by an artistica l l y  m i nded f arm worker in his d i nner 
�our , a nd co�l� not be of any great age" . Unconvi nced by this , he took 
1 t . to the Br 1 t 1 sh Museum , where it was c l a ss i f i ed by or Anne Ross as 
b� 1 ng c .  � O OAD and probabl y of Ce l t i c  ori g i n . The stone i s  now on 
d 1 sp l a y  1n South Mo l ten Museum , Devon . ( CELT I C  CONNECTIONS No 1 1 ) 

WISHT MAEN has been rev i ewed i n  a hefty journa l c a l l ed TRANSGRESSIONS 
-A JOURNAL OF URBAN EXPLORAT ION ; a new journa l with an i nterna t i onal 
prespect ive that a i ms to s i tuate i ts e l f  at the heart o f  the debate on 
th� contemrorary c i ty , drawi ng on activi sts , c u l tura l workers and 
wr1 ters f rom urban pl anni �g ,  a rc h i tecture , art h i story , soc i o l ogy , 
geography and c u l tural stud 1 es . " 3RD STONE " was a l so revi ewed we l l  a 
l i s t i ng of t.he c<?ntents of eac;:h maga z i ne was g i ven w i th n� opin ion 
whatever . St 1 l l , 1t wa s f l atter 1 ng to be pi cked out of a f a i r  few other 
l onger-establ i shed and more regu l a r l y - a ppea r i ng j ourna l s ! 

CORRECT I ON FROM I SSUE 3 
T I NTAGEL AND THE MYSTERY OF D I V I N E  K I NGSH I P  by PAUL BROADHURST 

Fourth paragraph on page 3 shou l d  have read " . . . .  In Ce l t i c  lands the 
Cosmi c  d imens i on of these mag i c a l  pr i n c i p l e s  were preserved f rom the 
Neo l i thic and Bron z e  Ages , and vest iges of them sti l l  rema i n  even i n  
the modern wor l d . Certa i n  pl aces , ha l l owed i n  triba l  teach ings s i nce 
the earl iest t i mes , were the focus for r i tua l s  of i n it i tation and 
empowerment , and wherever one l ooks i n  these reg i ons the evidence of 
the i r  former power i s  s t i l l  vague l y  remembered . Arthur ' s  Seat in 
Ed i nburgh , Arthur ' s  Tomb at G l astonbury and Arthur ' s  B i rthpl ace at 
T i ntage l are mere l y  some of the many p l aces that l a y  c l a im to the 
i l l ustr ious k i ng . There are hundreds more across Europe and even 
f u rther a f i e l d  . . . .  " 

M�ny apo l og i es for the omi ttance of a f ew words dur i ng my typi ng on to 
d i sc f rom Pau l ' s  o r i g i n a l  art i c l e . A l l  part of the Mystery o f  
�at-So-D i v i ne Edi torshi p? 
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A UFO resea rch group has been set up in Pl ymouth . Part of BU FORA 
( Br i t i sh UFO Research Assoc i at i on ) in London , the group cons is t of 
profess i onal and semi -profess i onal peopl e ,  some of whom have contacts 
with the MoD . The tel ephone number is manned a f ter 3 pm unt i l  l Oam the 
fol lowing day , 0 1 7 5 2  7 8 5 3 0 3 .  Reports , ca l l -outs ( whatever time of day 
or n i ght ) or contacts are str i c t l y  conf ident i a l . J Turnbu l l , Sen ior 
Investigator , Sky Watch UK , UFO Research Group , 1 0 4  Taunton Avenue , 
Whi t l e i gh , P l ymouth , Devon . So next t ime you have a CE3K , or any WSH on 
Dartmoor , you now know who to ca l l . 

MID-DEVON EARTH MYSTERIES GROUP have di sbanded , c i t ing lack of interest 
and poor attendance at meetings despite emphat ic promi ses from 
i n i t i a l l y  i nterested peop l e ; Devon be i ng too la rge a county to 
co-ord i nate , no conven i ent , centra l and cheap meet i ng pl ace and 
rel uctance on the part of the members of the group to ( a )  organise and 
arrange t r i ps and l ectures due to other commi tments ,  ( b )  g i ve out the i r  
own home address/phone number as the groups HQ . A pro j ect study ing Bow 
Henge was started and the f i e l d  where the henge once stood was dowsed 
with i nterest i ng resu l ts : the outer bank of the henge was found , and a 
natura l d i storted pentagram shape was dowsed ( as at St Mabyn featured 
in MEYN MAMVRO No 2 7  and at Brentor f eatured in THE SUN AND THE SERPENT 
deta i l s  on page this i ssue ) . The farmer ' s  son came up to v i s i t  and 
was very i nterested to see the resu lts of the day . st Mart ins Chape l at 
Broadnymet round the corner was a l so v i s i ted . The ex-members wou ld 
sti l l  l i ke to join a group if there i s  such a one . The week the group 
d i sbanded and appea l ed for a Devon Earth Mysteries Group to be formed , 
Wi sht Maen received a l etter f rom Mary Coombs with a " PS "  suggest i ng a 
"pi lgrimage" type group , v i s i t i ng anci ent and sacred s i tes . And by 
strange coinc i dence , the next day in the post came the fol lowing press 
release . . . .  

Jenny and Pat Se l f e are runn i ng PILGRIMAGES , a group who meet to v i s i t  
anci ent s i tes and a l so cel ebrate s a i nts days a n d  sol sti ces . Tr i ps have 
inc l uded Equ i nox v i s i t  to Restronguet , Rosel and and He lman Tor on 2 1 st 
March ; St George ' s Day roast l unch at Lyd ford and v i s i t  to Gorge on 
2 3 rd Apr i l ;  May Day Ce l ebrations at Padstow ; Oakapple Day at Wi stmans 
Wood on 2 9th May ; and var i ous other t r i ps and out i ngs around Devon and 
Cornwa l l . If you wou ld l i ke to j o i n  i n  some of these , telephone Jenny 
or Pat Se l fe on 0 2 0 8  8 1 5 8 6 8  or 0 5 4 8  8 3 0 4 5 2 . For a l ea f l et and a l i st of 
tri ps wr ite to J & P Se l fe , Old Zan z i g , St I ssey , Wadebr idge PL 2 7  7RD . 

Two f i e lds in SE Cornwa l l , 5 mi l es from Pl ymouth have become f amous as 
the " Dragons f i e lds " a f ter reports of strange crop marks wh ich appea red 
l �st summer . The marks looked l i ke huge dragon ' s  footpr i nts compl ete 
w1 th toes and c l aws , which ranged in s i z e f rom 2 '  to 2 0 ' l ong . The 
i nvestigation by the P l ymouth UFO Research Group y i e lded photographs o f  
strange l i ghts , some l i ke go l fba l l s , pi ngpong ba l l s a n d  f i rework 
spark l ers . In some of the round l i ghts , f aces were di scernibl e .  Catt le 
nearby behaved odd l y , charg i ng towards the i nvest i gators , who a l so saw 
l arge wh i te f l yi ng shapes l i ke bats or butterf l i es . The Group p l an to 
return this year for further i nvest igat i on . ( P l ymouth Even i ng Hera ld 
1 4 . 2 . 9 5 )  

Interesti ng deve l opments concerning St M i chael . The f amous church of St 
Mi chae l de Rupe atop Brentor was struck by l i ghtn i ng on 29 December , 
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caus i ng cons iderabl e damage to the tower . The shock wave d i sp l aced a 
pane l o f  wood above the a l tar c l os e  to the sta ined glass wi ndow 
dep i c t i ng our M i chae l , and a heavy wooden bench outs i de the church 
wh ich was bol ted down was l i f ted c l ean o f f  the g round by the blast . I n  
early February there was a ma jor f i re i n  the NAAF I stores at the MoD 
Army camp at Okehampton . The nearest bu i ld i ng to the c amp is st 
Michae l s  bunga l ow , and there was once a l arge chape l , dedi cated to St 
Michae l ,  at the f a rm nearest to the camp , Lower H a l s tock . The " S t  
M i c h a e l  L i n e "  as tracked i n  " The S u n  a n d  T h e  Serpent" runs through 
Brentor , Yes Tor ( near the MoD camp ) a nd the chape l at Lower Ha l stock . 
I s  M ichael be i ng a b i t  over the top w i th the o l d  f i ery l ances , or i s  
the dragon f ight i ng back? 

There are apparent l y  some c a rv i ngs at Kestor near one o f  the rock 
bas i ns , as r�ported i n  The Dartmoor News l etter . I cou l d  not f i nd 
i t/them a l though I s earched round a l l  the bas i ns , even the t i ny ones , 
and there is no deta i l ed descr i pt i on of ei ther the i r  appearance or 
l ocat i on . Anybody who does f i nd i t/them p l ease l et me know . 

Has anyone ever f ound the fogou at Leather Tor Farm at Burrator? 
stephen H .  Woods i n  h i s  book DARTMOOR STONE ( Devon Books £ 1 2 . 9 5 )  l i sts 
it a s  hav i ng a map r e f erence of SX5 6 7 6 9 7 , and s tates on page 260 tha t 
11 i t  appears a s  a dark patch i n  a green bank o n  the outs i de , but has 
been bu i l t up and l i ned w i th stones on the i n s i de " . Woods doesn ' t  say 
wh i c h  map he used , but the os Outdoor Le i sure Map 2 8b 1 : 2 5 000 does not 
have t h i s  s i te marked as " fogou 11 as stated i n  his book . Need less to say 
we spent a l ong day search i ng for i t , found count l ess 11 dark patches" in 
coun t l ess "green banks " ,  but a l as it e l uded us . There is a 
we l l -preserved potato cave on the track to Leather Tor Farm ( ru i ns of ) 
at S X 5 6 9 6 9 9 . We l ooked i n  every cave-type open i ng we cou ld f i nd but 
none had a stone- l i ned chambe r . 

SHILSTONE OAK i n  Br idestowe has been cut down due to Devon County 
Counc i l ' s opi n i on that it wa s " unstabl e " . The oak , wh ich stood in the 
rema ins of a ra i sed earthbank w i th a track on e i ther s ide in the 
Leawood estate , i s  owned by the C a l mady-Ham l yns who have l ived in the 
v i l l age for genera t i ons and were we l l  aware o f  the l egend and 
importance of the t ree . I t  s eems many part ies got the i r  l ines crossed 
a s  Devon County Counc i l  says they o n l y  wanted the oak " po l l arded " ( i . e .  
removing the crown ) and that there was no need to remove the whol e  
tree . owner Joan C a l mady-Hamlyn says she received a n  o f f ic i a l  order to 
11 lop or cut11 the tree but that the e s tate ( i . e .  the forestry workers I 
suppose ) had " regretf u l l y "  cut down the whol e  tree . Some loca l 
res idents are angry at the s eeming conspi racy to remove i t , but 
Br idestowe par i s h  counc i l  h ave s a i d  that the tree was marked with a 
cross for 1 8  months s igni f y i ng that i t  was due for remova l and that 
not ices had gone up i n  the v i l l age , but that not one person came 
f orward to forma l ly ob j ect . Another case of people protesti ng when i t ' s  
too l ate and not not i c i n g  or va l u i ng the i r  l oca l s ites unt i l one day , 
they ' ve d i sappeared , and then sudden l y  everyone rea l i ses ! Sh i l stone ' s  
Oak was be l i eved t o  have been the l o c a l  g a l l ows and has been referred 
to i n  books and l egends as the " Ghost Tree" "The Crooked Oak " and the 
11Roya l Oak" . The name S h i l stone denotes a spot o f  great antiqu i ty , 
a l most certa i n l y  the s i te of a l ong-van i shed Neo l i  th ic dolmen ( many 
other examples i n  Devon ) ,  superst i t ious venerat ion was l ater 
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trans ferred f rom th i s  monument to the o l d  oak growi ng nea rby . Th i s  

tree i s  a l so connected w i th the gho�t o f  Lady Mary Howa rd , a famous 

oevon victim of misplaced bl ame . She 1s reputed to have murde red two of 

her four husbands and crue l l y treated her daughter , for these c r i me s  

she i s doomed to j ourney ni ght l y , sometimes i n  t h e  g u i s e  o f  a . l a :ge 

black dog , other times 1n a coach made f rom the bones o f  her v7ct 1 ms 

drawn by the usua l sable horses and head l ess c oachman , f rom t�e s1 te . o f  

Fit z ford House i n  Tav i stock , a lo ng the B l ackdown road past G 1 bbet H 1 l l  

to okehampton Cas tl e , whose park was once part o f  th� F i�z ford �state s .  

Here she has to pick one blade o f  grass and return w 1 th 1 t  to F 1 tz ford ,  

and her soul cannot rest unt i l  a l l  the grass has been pi cked - ano�her 

" eterna l damnation and i nescapable puni shment " l egend . Some vers 1 ons 

have Lady Howard just as a black dog appear i ng at Lyd ford Castl � , then 

outs ide the " Roya l Oak11 pub i n  Bridestowe , and aga i n  at the Sh 1 l stone 

oak . she then p i cks up her coach aga i n  on Madda ford . Moor , and trav� l s  

the o l d  K i ng Way t o  Okehampton Cast l e , where there 1 s  a pathway st 1 l l  

c a l led 11 Lady Howard ' s  Wa l k 11 • Mary Howard ' s  f ather was actua l l y  the 

ev i l  one , as was her husband Sir R i chard Grenv i l l e , and it app�ars that 

her name has been wronged for a very l ong t i me . However , hers 1 s  a very 

famous Devon l egend and i t ' s  a great sadness that a l andma rk associ ated 

with it has gone forever , due to somebody ' s  s i l l y mi stake . 

GOG AND HAGOG Some old notes concern i ng these h i l l  f igures have come to 
l ight via the P l ymouth Even i ng Hera l d . A reader sent in an old pamph let 
of a lecture g i ven in P l ymouth i n  1 8 4 4  by Courtenay Prance , her 
great-grandfather - i n - l a� . I t  

. 
has a l ways been s�pposed that . when 

Plymouth Ci tade l was bu 1 l t , JUst after the Restora t 1 on , the two g 1 a nts 
" the one bigger , the other lesser , w i th c l ubs i n  the i r  hands" were 
obl iterated by the construc t i on of the fort i f i ca t i ons . But that was not 
a ltogether the end , as 11 i t  wou l d  appear the s i te o f  t h i s  monument was 
removed f rom one part of the eastern Hoe to the other . For when my 
grandfather came to Pl ymouth i n  1 7 6 3 / 4 , one o f  the f i rst l i ons ( s ic ) he 
was taken to see was Gog and Magog ' s  f ootsteps . The story then ran that 
Gog and Magog were brothers and , f ight i ng near the s ea , they fell over 
the c l i f f  and drowned . The Hoe was then a rough and dreary spot , 
overrun w i th furze and brambles . The footsteps rema i ned free from grass 
( as every v i s i tor put his foot i n  them ) unt i l  1 8 1 6 , when all trac e s  
were obl i terated b y  t h e  construc t i on o f  t h e  c a r r i age road a n d  wa lks . I f  
the f igures were destroyed by the fort i f i ca t i ons , the p l ace must have 
been near the pub l ic bat h i ng p l ace ; wh i c h  pl ace certa i n l y  agrees much 
better w i th the descr i pt ion ( r i dges o f  craggy rocks ) .  There is now a 
very high and po inted rock there ; the prec i pice i s  a l so much higher 
than at Brethren steps ( where the f ootsteps were ) where the land i ng 
p lace was recen t l y  bu i l t . "  Appa rent l y  the reconstruct i on of the s e  
f iqures i s  be ing held up because the s i te intended for t h e  recut is M o D  
l a nd a n d  they have y e t  to g ive t h e  f i n a l  approva l .  

June - Another terr i b l e  acc i dent has occurred on Dartmoor due to a n  
unexpl oded she l l  goi ng o f f  after a boy picked i t  up a n d  then threw i t  
when told t o  l eave i t  a lone . An e i ght year o l d  g i r l  and her two 
brothers , out l etterbox i ng on Great M i s  Tor on the Merriva l e  f i r i ng 
range , ended up in hos p i t a l  a f ter be i ng h i t  by shrapnel from the 
explod i ng mortar bomb . The shrapn e l  cut through the g i r l s '  abdomen a nd 
went through her body . Her s p l ee n  was damaged and she had che s t  
in juries . The e ldest brother has h a d  to have p l a s t i c  surgery a f t e r  
damage to h i s  foot . The Armys ' Exp los i ve Ordnance Department 
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i nves t i ga : i on revea l ed that the dev i c e  dates f rom 1 9 4 2 , was probabl y  
bur i ed and had s i nce r i sen t o  the s u r f ace . They be l i eve the Americans 
f i red i t . ( As if that fact makes it any more acceptable - the Ameri cans 
have become rather good at k i l l i ng/ma i m i ng the i r  own s i de . ) .  The 
counc i l  for Nat i ona l  Parks have ca l l ed for yet another urgent revi ew of 
m i l i tary use o f  Nationa l Parks , a s  they a l ways do a f ter these 
acc i dents . Pri nce Char l es , who as Duke o f  Cornwa l l  owns most of 
Dartmoor , used to rev i ew the m i l i t a ry ' s  l ease of parts of Dartmoor 
every seven years , but for some reason in 1 9 9 1  the Duchy s impl y  granted 
the l ease for 21 years . Rather be l i es Pr i nce Cha r l es ' green , 
conservat ion i st reputat ion , and seems a b i t  strange when mi l itary 
personnel are be i ng made redundant , the Co l d  War i s  supposedly thawi ng 
rapid l y , and there are several l osses of Army bases here and overseas . 
See the Dartmoor News l etter No 2 6  for a compl ete l i st of the acc idents 
that have happened on Dartmoor s i nc e  1 9 5 3  ( when they started be i ng 
recorded - there were no doubt severa l be fore that , as we l l  as damage 
to anci ent s i tes and monuments used as target practice ( that was 
probably the Ameri cans too . . .  ) .  Need l ess to say - you never know where 
unexpl oded she l l s  and bu l l ets a re l y i ng a nywhere on the moor . Remember 
1 i ve f i r i ng ranges were once a 11 over the moor , so don ' t  th i nk that 
stay i ng away f rom the present l i ve f i r i ng ranges wi l l  keep you safe . 
They cou l d  be anywhere , so just pray you won ' t  be the next add i t ion to 
the DPA ' s  mi l i tary acc ident l i st next t ime you en joy an Dartmoor 
excurs ion . 

Paul Devereux , ed i tor of The Ley Hunter maga z i ne , is lead i ng a weekend 
workshop at Da rti ngton Ha l l , Totnes on 1 0 - 1 2 November on " The Landsca pe 
o f  The Spi r i t " ; an expl orat ion of s p i r i t  paths , death roads , shaman i c  
l andscapes , and the nature o f  place . Further deta i l s from Brenda 
B l ewi tt , Dart i ngton Ha l l , 0 1 8 0 3  8 6 6 6 8 8 . 
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